
Overview 
 
Pupils will gain knowledge about Hylton Castle and how it has changed over 
time. They will sequence photographs of the castle, which are annotated 
with dates, to illustrate how it has changed. Pupils will visit the castle to 
enhance their learning, where they will explore primary and secondary 
sources. They will ask valid questions and produce answers to historical 
enquiries by beginning to select information independently from different 
sources. 

 

Essential Knowledge 
 

Civilisation 

• To know how Hylton Castle has changed over time.  

• To know who Sir William Hylton was and why he was significant.  

• To know what the heraldry on Hylton Castle can tell us.  

• To know the story of ‘The Cauld Lad of Hylton’.  
 

Cultural Change 
 

• To know how Hylton Castle has been used since it was built. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Links to Future Learning KS2 
 

• Cultural change – Stone Age to Iron Age, Civil Rights  
Movement 

• Civilisation – Romans, Ancient Greece, Ancient Egypt 

• Chronological narrative 
 

Local Study – Hylton Castle   

How has Hylton Castle 
changed over time? 

 

Who was Sir William 
Hylton? 
 

What has Hylton Castle 
been used for? 

 

EY 

• Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of 
family members. 

•  Order and sequence familiar events. 

• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past 

and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 

class 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this 

world, Growing  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
 

• Cultural change – History of Vehicles 

• Cultural change – Florence Nightingale/Edith Cavell  

• Cultural change – Rosa Parks, Emily Davison  

• Cultural change – Great Fire of London  
 

Who is the Cauld Lad? 
 

 

Hook 
into a 
Book 



Local Study – Hylton Castle  

 
 
 
 
  

Heraldry  The way in which families and knights could be identified using symbols and signs, either on 

banners, shields or seals. 

Archaeological  Archaeology is the study of things that people made, used, and left behind. The goal of 

archaeology is to understand what people of the past were like and how they lived. 

Gatehouse  A strong building built over the gateway to a castle. 

Baron  A low-ranking male member of the nobility. The five peerage titles from highest to lowest are 

duke, marquess, earl, viscount and baron. 

Battlements  A wall built round the top of a castle, with gaps through which guns or arrows can be fired. 

Heir  Someone who has the right to inherit a person’s money, property, or title when that person 

dies. 

Boarding school  A school in which the pupils live in during the school term. 

Masonry  Bricks or pieces of stone which have been stuck together with cement as part of a wall or 

building 

Monarch A sovereign head of state, especially a king, queen, or emperor. 

Pirating  To rob from or steal a ship.  

Effigy  A sculpture or model of a person.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Hylton Castle timeline   

The Castle was the home of the Hylton 
family for generations. Over time, the 

gatehouse was altered with changes to 
the interior. The last baron, Sir John 

Hylton, made major alterations in the 
1700s 

In the 1800s the Castle entered a new 
phase with periods of abandonment 

interspersed with use as a carpenter's 
workshop, a farmhouse, and even a 
boarding school, attended by Joseph 

Swan who invented the lightbulb. 

During World War One the castle was a 
training camp for soldiers. In 1950 it 
was taken into the care of the State. 

The castle stood as an empty shell for 
decades. In 1994, Time Team carried 
out an archaeological investigation of 
the grounds, as local residents wanted 

to redevelop the area. 

The castle has been restored and is 
now used as a space for the 

community to enjoy and educational 
visits. 



 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 

    


