
Christmas Unit—Year 1 

Once a year, we invite all parents and carers into school to watch our Christmas nativity. Throughout the second Autumn term, music 
lessons are dedicated to learning the songs that come with the Nativity that has been chosen. The Nativity is chosen from Charanga, 
so the skills match with the other units taught throughout the year. All nativity songs cover the singing skills that Year 1 will become 

proficient in by the end of Year 1,  

Musicianship 

• Find and keep a steady beat to-

gether.  

• Understand the difference be-

tween creating a rhythm pattern 

and a pitch pattern.  

• Copy back simple rhythmic pat-

terns using long and short.  

• Copy back simple melodic pat-

terns using high and low.  

• Complete vocal warm-ups with a 

copy back option.  

Listening 

• Move and dance with the music.  

• Find the steady beat.  

• Talk about feelings created by 

the music.  

• Recognise some band and or-

chestral instruments.  

• Describe tempo as fast or slow.  

• Describe dynamics as loud and 

quiet.  

• Begin to understand about differ-

ent styles of music.  

Singing 

• Sing, rap, rhyme, chant and 

use spoken word.  

• Demonstrate good singing   

posture.  

• Sing songs from memory.  

• Copy back intervals of an   oc-

tave and fifth (high, low).  

• Sing in unison, broadly in tune 

with a limited range of pitch.   


