
Overview 

 
In this unit of work, children will investigate the work of the artists Paul Klee 
and Barbara Delaunay. They will look at the use of line within drawing, and 
experiment with using shapes to represent objects, movement and people.  
Using Klee’s work as a springboard, the children will explore portraiture, 
creating a simple portrait in an abstract style. 
 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 

 
Knowledge of art and artists 

• To know that Paul Klee and Sonia Delaunay were best known for their 
abstract paintings. 

• Know that abstract art does not show things that are recognisable such as 
people, objects or landscape, instead artists use colour, shape and textures 
to achieve their effect. 
 

Skills 

• To experiment with simple marks, lines and patterns, recognising that lines 
and dots can create shapes.  

• To use geometric shapes to represent objects, people and faces.  

• To know that the primary colours are red, blue and yellow and cannot be 
recreated with colour mixing. 

• To recognise that a portrait is an image of person showing only the head 
and shoulders and to be able to recreate a simple portrait using shapes to 
represent facial features. 

 
Evaluating and Analysing 

• To describe and compare features of their own and other’s art work. 
 

Sketchbook 
• To use sketchbooks as a place to practice techniques and ideas. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take a Line for a Walk EY 
 

• Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use 
these shapes to represent objects. 

• Draw with increasing complexity, such as representing a face 
with a circle, including details. 

• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales 

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
 

• Develop observational drawing skills to draw from secondary 
sources.   

• Sketch different types of lines –thick, thin, broken, zigzag.  

• Apply different pressures to drawing implements to create tonal 
effects, including smudging and blending. 

 
Context: Famous Faces 

 

Which other pieces of 
art does this work 

remind you of? 

KS2 
 

• Refine observational drawing skills to draw from secondary or 
primary sources, adding shading and colour to create depth 
and tone.  

• Understand how to use guidelines to support scale, 
proportion and perspective when sketching.  

• Use line and shape to represent figures in motion and facial 
expressions. 

• Apply a range of patterns and techniques including use of 
different mediums to texture and shade.  

• Sketch a simple view in perspective using a single focal point. 
 

Context: Matchstick Men, Modern Nature, In a Galaxy Far, Far 
Away, People and Places 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

Do you like this piece of art?  
Explain your feelings. 

How is the artist using 
colour to show emotion? 

What shapes can you see 
within this piece? 

Links to Future Learning 



                Take a Line for a Walk 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Abstract Art Art that does not attempt to represent an accurate depiction 
of reality but instead uses shapes, colours, forms and marks 
to achieve its effect. 

Continuous Without a break. 

Curved Not straight. 
Horizontal Parallel to the ground. 
Portrait A depiction of the head and shoulders of the subject. 

Primary Colours The three colours from which all other colours are made (red, 
yellow, blue). Note: Black and white are sometimes 
incorrectly referred to as primary colours.  We only see 
colour in light, black is the absence of light.  The three 
primary colours of light (red, green, blue) combine to create 
white light. 

Short Small  

Sketchbook A book used for drawing and the collation of ideas. 

Straight Not curved. 
Vertical Adjacent to the ground. 
Wavy Not straight, containing many curves. 

Paul Klee 
Paul Klee was an artist who experimented with 
lots of different styles painting. He is 
considered to be one of the most important 
artists of the 20th century. He described all 
drawing as ‘taking a line for a walk’. 

Sonia Delaunay 
Sonia Delaunay was an artist and fashion 
designer. She worked with geometric shapes 
and bright colours, and created a new style of 
painting called ‘cubism’. Pablo Picasso and Paul 
Klee were heavily influenced by her work.  

Abstract art does 
not try to look 
like a real object. 
It has colours, 
lines and shapes, 
but they are not 
designed to 
represent living 
things or actual 
objects.  


