Famous Faces

In this unit of work, children use the work of Pablo Picasso to investigate
portraiture. They will look at the use of abstract shapes as a way of
representing facial features and begin experimenting with colour mixing to
create tints and shades. They will also explore the use of colour as a medium
to express emotion.

Essential Knowledge and Skills

Knowledge of art and artists
e To know that Pablo Picasso and Sandra Silberzweig are both modernist
artists, best known for their abstract portraits.
e To know that abstract art does not show things that are recognisable such
as people, objects or landscape, instead artists use colour, shape and
textures to achieve their effect.

Skills
e To know how to create a tint and a shade of given base colour.
e To use tints and shades of one colour to create a monochromatic piece of
work.
e To create an abstract portrait using curved and geometric shapes.

Evaluating and Analysing
e To explain ideas and opinions about their own and other’s art work, giving
reasons.
e To begin to talk about how to improve their own work.

Sketchbook

e To use sketchbooks as a place to experiment, record ideas and to help
make decisions about what to try out next.

How is the artist using
What shapes can you colour to show emotion?
see within this piece?

Why do you think people
thought Picasso painted

What is strange
about this art work?

Activate Prior Knowledge

EY

Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use
these shapes to represent objects.

Draw with increasing complexity, such as representing a face
with a circle, including details.

Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like
happiness, sadness, fear, etc.

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales

KS1

Develop observational skills to look closely and sketch what
can be seen.

Join dots and lines to create simple shapes and lines.

Create a simple image of a face using shapes to represent
features.

Use a range different drawing implements to create marks of
different widths and effects.

Context: Take a Line for a Walk

Links to Future Learning

KS2

Refine observational drawing skills to draw from secondary or
primary sources, adding shading and colour to create depth
and tone.

Understand how to use guidelines to support scale, proportion
and perspective when sketching.

Use line and shape to represent figures in motion and facial
expressions.

Apply a range of patterns and techniques including the use of
different mediums to texture and shade.

Sketch a simple view in perspective using a single focal point.

Context: Matchstick Men, Modern Nature, In a Galaxy Far, Far

Away, People and Places

like child?




Famous Faces

Curved shape

A shape without any straight lines.

Geometric A shape consisting of straight line only.
shape
Modernism A style of painting which is not realistic and uses curves and

shapes to represent objects.

Monochromatic/ | Consisting of shades of one colour.

monochrome

Shade/shading | To add black to an image to create darker areas.

Tint To add colour to a white base to create a colour hue.

Pablo Picasso

Pablo Picasso is considered the
greatest artist of the 20th
century. He painted in a number
of different styles including
modernist, abstract and cubism
and created many unique
contributions to the world of

Modernist Art

In @ modernist piece of work,
nothing from the physical world
is represented. Instead, it
focuses on shapes, lines,
colours, and textures. Other
styles of modernist art can also
be called ‘abstract’ or ‘cubism’.
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Monochromatic Art

An artist may decide to create a piece of artwork which is
monochromatic. This means that the artist uses tints,
shades and tones of a single colour. During his life Picasso
used colour to represent his own feelings, pieces created
during his ‘blue’ period reflect his sadness, and those
painted during his ‘rose’ period reflect his happiness.



