
Overview 

 

In this unit of work, the children will use their understanding of locality, 

specifically the nearby city of Durham and compare its similarities and differences 

to a small area of Shanghai, a contrasting non-European country. They will 

identify physical and human features of both geographical areas, and will discuss 

how contrasting geographical areas can result in a change of culture too.  
 

Essential Knowledge 

Locational Knowledge 

• To understand that Durham City is in the continent of 

Europe, whilst Shanghai City is in the continent of Asia. 

• To locate both continents on a world map, and discuss their 

location using geographical language. 

 

Place Knowledge 

• To understand the main land use patterns in Shanghai, mainly 

that Shanghai houses the largest shipping port in the world.  

• To understand that both Shanghai, and Durham are cities, but 

are very different in size and culture.  

 

Human and Physical Geography 

• To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to the physical 

features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season 

and weather  

• To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to human 

features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, 

house, office, port, harbour and shop 

• To use geographical knowledge of human and physical features 

to compare and contrast two differing geographical landscapes. 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

• To make simple maps and plans of an area, using mapping 

software as a guide. 

• To use geographical language to ask simple geographical 

questions. 

• To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 

landmarks and basic human and physical features: devise a 

simple map, and use and construct basic symbols in a key. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Geographical Comparison Study: 

Durham vs. Shanghai 
EY 

 Making sense of their own surroundings.  

 Comment on images of my immediate surroundings.  

 Know some similarities and differences between 

things I can see around me when at home or at 

school.  

 Understand how what I see around me changes as 

the seasons change.   

 

Context: New Beginnings, People who help us, Where is 

my place in the world? 

 

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

                                                                    

KS1 

 

• Use symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps), to build their knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world;  

• Use fieldwork to observe and present the human and 

physical features in the local area using sketch maps, 

plans and digital technologies;  

 Use digital mapping software to locate local areas, and 

areas in other countries.  

 Understand human ad physical features, and how to 

identify them. 

 Compare how human and physical features of my area have 

changed over time. 

 

What are the key 

differences of Durham 

and Shanghai? 

 

 

 

KS1 

• Name and locate all 7 continents and 5 oceans.  

• Use digital mapping to locate human and physical 

geography, as well as land use across continents.  

• To identify species native to the worlds continents.  

• Use four-figure grid references to communicate 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, South & Central 

America, the Arctic, Climate Change) 

• Location of the equator, rivers, lines of latitude 

and longitude, tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land 

use patterns (Central America) 

Hook 

into a 

Book 

What are the main similarities 

of Durham and Shanghai? 

 

 

Whereabouts is Shanghai? 

Can you locate it on a map?  

 

What are the main human 

and physical features of 

Durham City?  

 

What are the main human 

and physical features of 

Shanghai?  

 

 

Links to Future Learning  
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County A territorial division of some countries. 

City A large town. 

Country A nation with its own government, occupying 

a particular territory. 

Continent A continuous expanse of land. 

Inland City A city located in the interior of a country 

or region away from a sea or border. 

Railway 

station 

A place on a railway line where trains 

regularly stop to let passengers on and 

off. 

Airport A complex of runways and buildings for 

take-off and landing of aircraft, with 

facilities for passengers. 

Port A town or city that has a harbour where 

ships can load or unload. 

Bridge A structure carrying a road, path, railway 

across a river, road or other obstacle. 

Railway A track made of steel rails along which a 

train runs. 

Sea An expanse of saltwater that covers earth 

surface and surrounds land masses. 

Coastal 

City  

A city located on land nearby a sea.  

Bordered To form an edge along or beside something.  

Coast The part of the land adjoining or near to 

the sea. 

Shanghai 

 

Shanghai is a city in the country of China, on the continent 

of Asia. It is the country’s biggest city, and is the 3rd most 

populated city in the world. It is home to the world’s largest 

and busiest container port, transporting much of China’s 

trade in and out. Through the city, flows the River Huangpu 

as well as the city itself also being located on the southern 

estuary of the Yangtze River.  

 

Durham City 

 

Durham is a cathedral city in the north east of 

England, United Kingdom and can be found 

also in the county of Durham. The city was 

provided its city status due to its unrivalled 

cathedral. The city has been built on the neck 

of the River Wear, and the city itself is 

surrounded by the river on 3 sides. The 

landscape surrounding the city is quite hilly, 

except for some parts of the River Wear’s 

floodplain. 
 



 


