
Overview 

 
In this unit of work, children will begin to use techniques which create realism 
and perspective within a sketch or painting.  They will look at the work of LS 
Lowry and Clarice Cliff to explore the effect of depicting a foreground and a 
background in landscapes. After which they will use Lowry’s art work as a 
springboard for exploring how to sketch figures which seem to be in motion. 
 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 

 
Knowledge of art and artists 

• To know that LS Lowry and Clarice Cliff were artists known for their simple 
shapes and landscapes. 

• To know that Clarice Cliff was a pottery designer and ceramicist. 

• To know that LS Lowry is best known for drawing stick-like figures in 
motion. 
 

Skills 

• To experiment with separating a composition into foreground and 
background to add more realism. 

• To know how to draw simple stick figures in a variety of poses. 

• To use different grades of pencil and patterns to create texture.  

• To explore using guidelines to draw a face in proportion. 
 

Evaluating and Analysing 

• To confidently explain ideas and opinions about their own and other’s 
artwork, giving reasons for their views.  
 

Sketchbook 
• To use sketchbooks to refine and develop planning skills, recording ideas, 

observations and responses to artwork.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Matchstick Men 
Activate Prior Knowledge 

How does your eye move 
through the artwork? 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

Do you like this piece of art?  
Explain your feelings. How does the artist show 

texture and movement? 
How does the artist show 

distance in this piece? 

Links to Future Learning 

EY 
 

• Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use 
these shapes to represent objects. 

• Draw with increasing complexity, such as representing a face 
with a circle, including details. 

• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales 

 

KS1 
 

• Develop observational drawing skills to draw from secondary 
sources.   

• Use curved and geometric shapes to create a portrait.  

• Sketch a variety of lines –thick, thin, broken, zigzag.  

• Apply different pressures to drawing implements to achieve 
tonal effects, including smudging and blending. 

 
Context: Famous Faces, Take a Line for a Walk 

 

KS2 
 

• Refine observational drawing skills to draw from secondary or 
primary sources, adding shading and colour to create depth 
and tone.  

• Understand how to use guidelines to support scale, proportion 
and perspective when sketching.  

• Apply a range of patterns and techniques including the use of 
different mediums to achieve texture and shade.  

• Sketch a simple view in perspective using a single focal point. 
 

Context: Modern Nature, In a Galaxy Far, Far Away,  
People and Places 



                            Matchstick Men 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Background Part of the image that appears to be furthest away from the 
viewer. 

Foreground Part of the image that appears to be closest to the viewer. 
Modernism/Modernist A style of painting which rejects realistic depictions and uses 

fluid curves and shapes to represent objects. 
Pose A way of standing or sitting. 
Portrait An image of a person, depicting only the face or head and 

shoulders. 
Proportion The relationship between the different elements in the piece. 

Realism To attempt to make an image look realistic. 

Texture How something feels. 

L.S. Lowry 
 

L.S. Lowry is famous for his distinctive 
style of painting and is best known for 
his urban landscapes peopled with 
human figures, often called 
"matchstick men".  
 

How to use guidelines to draw a simple portrait 

Background 

Foreground 

Perspective 
 

The foreground refers to the 
area closest to the viewer, 
which will almost always be in 
the lower section of your 
picture. This area will contain 
the most detail and brightest 
colours.  
 
The background, is the area 
further up the picture plane, 
colour and detail will decrease 
in this area. 

Clarice Cliff  

 

Clarice Cliff was a pottery designer 
and ceramic artist. She is best known 
for her 1930s Art Deco pottery 
patterns which use simple shapes and 
bold colours. 

 
 

 

Did you know Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens 
have permanent L.S Lowry exhibit on display? 


