
Overview 

 

In this unit of work, the children will use their understanding of geography 

fieldwork to take part in a local study of a walk linked to one of our local Northern 

Saints. They will research the walk, locating it on maps, drawing their own maps 

and identifying human and physical features. They will then take part in parts of 

the 12 mile walk, carrying out fieldwork exercises along the way. Children will 

use their prior knowledge of reading maps, and deciphering routes.  

 

Essential Knowledge 

Locational Knowledge 
 

• To accurately locate a route to be taken.  
• To name and locate counties, and cities of the United Kingdom, discussing their 

geographical region accurately.  
 
Place Knowledge 
 

• To discuss topographical features under foot during fieldwork exercises.   
• To identify land use patterns, and locate changes that have taken place over time, basing 

understanding from first-hand experience on to the day, to previously studied maps. 
 
Human and Physical Geography 
 

• To use geographical vocabulary to refer to physical and human features when exploring a 
local area. 

• To use geographical language accurately when comparing and contrasting findings from 
prior map work, and on the day fieldwork. 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

• To use a compass accurately, reading all 8 compass directions accurately to follow a given 
route. 

• To use geographical language to ask simple geographical questions. 
• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features 

in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 
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EY 

• Making sense of their own surroundings.  

• Comment on images of my immediate surroundings.  

• Know some similarities and differences between things I can see 

around me when at home or at school.  

• Understand how what I see around me changes as the seasons change.   

Context: New Beginnings, People who help us, Where is my place in the world?  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
• Use symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps), to build 

their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world;  
• Use fieldwork to observe and present the human and physical features in the 

local area using sketch maps, plans and digital technologies;  

• Use digital mapping software to locate local areas, and areas in other 
countries.  

• Understand human and physical features, and how to identify them. 

• Compare how human and physical features of my area have changed over 
time. 

 

Did the changes of the land 

during our walk match to 

what you were expecting on 

your map? 

 

What qualitative and/or quantitative 
data shall we look to gather during 

our fieldwork study? 

 

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, Africa (Egypt), Climate 
Change) 

• Location of countries continents, oceans, equator, rivers, 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land use patterns (Egypt) 

KS2 

• Use four-figure grid references to communicate knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

• Understand topographical features of the UK including rivers, and 
how they are formed.  

• Use ordnance survey, and digital mapping software to gather 
information about a local area.  

• Carry out geography fieldwork exercises, such as transects and 
measuring water depth.  

Hook 

into a 

Book 

•  Analyse and give views on the effectiveness of different 
geographical representations of a location.  
•  Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human 
features using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies; 
•  Use the eight points of a compass, six -figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

How can we plot the route 
we are going to take onto 

our map before setting 
off? 

 

What topographical features 

can we see on the map that 

we will have to tackle during 

our walk? 

 

Links to Future Learning  
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River A large, natural stream of water flowing in a channel to the sea.  
 

Tributary A river or stream flowing into a large river or stream. 
 

Route A way or course taken in getting from a starting point to a destination. 
 

Topographic Relating to the arrangement of the physical features of an area. 
 

Human features Human geography relates only to the human environment; something 
that is built by humans and would not have existed in nature without 
humans. 

Physical features Natural features of the land. 
 

Contour An outline of a natural features such as a hill. 
 

Elevation A height above a given level, especially sea level. 
 

Slopes A part of the side of a hill or mountain. 
 

Valleys A low area of land between mountains or hills, typically with a river or 
stream flowing through it.  

Hills A naturally raised area of land, not as high or craggy as a mountain. 
 

St Bede’s Way 

 
St Bede’s Way is a 12 mile walk between Wearmouth in Sunderland 

and Jarrow. The walk links two twin 7th century monasteries situated 

in Monkwearmouth and Jarrow. The path itself follows riverside tracks 

and public footpaths over a scenic part-coastal route.  

How to Read a Map 

 
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/documents/resources/map-reading.pdf 



 


