
Christmas Unit—Year 4 

Once a year, we invite all parents and carers into school to watch our Christmas performance. Throughout the Autumn term, music 
lessons are dedicated to learning well known Christmas songs that have been specifically chosen to highlight the range of singing 
skills taught in Year 4. For example: they will be singing songs with an increased vocal range, singing in parts, and improving their 

musicality within their performance. 

Musicianship 

• Find and keep a steady beat in-

dependently  

• Copy back and create simple 

rhythmic patterns using semi-

quavers, quavers, minims, 

crotchets and rests using nota-

tion   

• Use 2/4, 3/4 and 4/4 time     sig-

natures  

Listening 

• Find the beat of the music and its 

time signature (2/4, 3/4 or 4/4)   

• Talk about how the music makes 

them feel throughout the song  

• Recognise most band and or-

chestral instruments and whether 

they are playing legato (smooth) 

or staccato (separated)  

• Describe tempo as allegro (fast) 

or adagio (slow) or steady  

• Describe dynamics as forte 

(loud), piano (quiet), identify cre-

scendos (music getting louder) or 

diminuendos (music getting qui-

eter)   

• Identify any changes in texture or 

pitch  

Singing 

• Demonstrate good singing 

posture  

• Rehearse songs from 

memory  

• Demonstrate vowel 

sounds, blended sounds 

and consonants  

• Sing ‘on pitch' and 'in 

time'  

• Sing expressively, with 

attention to breathing, 

phrasing and with aware-

ness to staccato 

(separated notes) and le-

gato (smooth)  

• Sing in unison, rounds and 

in cannon and start to de-

velop confidence as a so-

loist.   

Notation 

• Explore standard notation – 

crotchets, paired and unpaired 

quavers, minims and rests   

• Recognise notes middle C – C 

on a stave including Bb and F#  

• Identify: stave, treble clef, time 

signature   

Repertoire  

• Away in a Manger 

• Feliz Navidad 

• Frosty the Snowman 

• I Wish it Could be Christ-

mas Everyday 

• Jingle Bell Rock 

• Jingle Bells 

• Merry Christmas     Every-

one 

• Merry Xmas Everybody 

• Santa Claus is Coming to 

Town 

• Winter Wonderland 


