
Overview 

Pupils will discover where the Vikings came from and their reasons for invading 
Britain. They will accurately sequence key events and confidently use key dates. 
Pupils will discover how the Vikings raided Britain and they will explain why 
trade routes were important to the Vikings. They will evaluate the impact of 
Viking achievements on our lives today. 

 

Essential Knowledge 

 

Invasion & Rebellion 

• To know the legacy and contribution of the Vikings to our lives today.  
• To know that there were different reasons for the Vikings invading Britain. 

Religion  

• To know about paganism and the introduction of Christianity in Britain. 
• To compare the beliefs in different cultures, times and groups. 

Civilisation  

• To understand the development of groups, kingdom and monarchy in Viking 
Britain. 

• To understand that society was organised in different ways in different 
cultures and times and consisted of different groups with different roles and 
lifestyles. 

• To know the Vikings created a trading empire and traders were rich 
members of society.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Vikings  EYFS 

• Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of family 
members. 

•  Order and sequence familiar events. 

• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this world, 

Growing  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 

• Chronology – beyond living memory – St Cuthbert 

• Using historical evidence to find out about the past 

• Identify why certain people/events are significant in the wider 
context of history 

Context: Florence Nightingale & Edith Cavell, GFOL, Inspirational 
people, St Cuthbert, Explorers 
 

What did the Vikings 
believe? How does that 

compare to the Romans? 
 

When and why did the 
Vikings come to Britain? 

 

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, Africa (Egypt), Climate 
Change) 

• Location of countries continents, oceans, equator, rivers, 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land use patterns (Egypt) 

KS2 

• Anglo Saxons/Romans – similarities/differences 

• Using historical evidence and evaluating its reliability - Stone, 
Bronze and Iron Age/Saxon/Romans 

• Invasion & Rebellion - The Roman Empire  

• Overlaps with Anglo - Saxon Britain 

• Chronological narrative of time periods.  
 
Context: Romans, Stone, Bronze and Iron Age, Saxons, St Bede 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

Links to Future Learning 

• Concurrent period – Mayan Civilisation 

• Civilisation – Ancient Egypt 

• Invasion & Rebellion – Ancient Greece/WWII 

• St Aidan – Lindisfarne Priory Viking raids.  

• Using and selecting historical evidence and evaluating its 
reliability  

Context: WWII,  Mayan Civilisation, Ancient Egypt, St Aidan  
 

Were the Vikings raiders, 
traders or settlers? 

 

Why are there different 
Viking sagas explaining 

the same event and what 
does this tell us? 

 

What were the impacts of 
Viking raids and settlements 

on local communities in 
Britain? 

 

What were the Vikings’ 
achievements and how did 

they impact the world? 
 



The Vikings – Ruthless warriors or peaceful settlers? 

Raiders 
 

The Viking raids of Britain started in AD 793, when 
Lindisfarne’s monastery was attacked.  In general, the 

Vikings raided in the summer when it was easier to cross 
the sea.  They stole valuable items from monasteries and 

villages and they enclaved people, before returning home.  
For the Vikings, raiding demonstrated bravery – a 

characteristic they valued highly. 
 

Traders 
 

Using longboats, the Vikings established trading 
routes throughout Europe and as far as America, 
Iraq and Jerusalem.  They sold items like timber, 
wheat, wool, fur and fish; and exchanged them 
for silver, spices, wine, jewellery, silk and glass. 

 

Settlers 
 

In Britain, the Vikings started to stay over the 
winter months. Eventually, they settled down on 

land they had seized in eastern and northern 
England.  Sometimes, the Anglo-Saxons gave 
them land to stop the Vikings from attacking 

them. In AD 878, Alfred the Great made a peace 
deal with the Vikings which split England into 
Anglo-Saxon and Viking-controlled areas.  The 

Viking area, known as Danelaw, was settled and 
peaceful. 

 



 


