
Overview 

 
In this unit of work, children will begin to consider how the framing of a piece 
of work affects the overall composition. They will explore the work of Georgia 
O’Keeffe, who painted using cropped and close-up perspectives to create 
strikingly unusual images. The children will also continue their work on 
landscapes, creating art inspired by the modernist lines and shapes of 
O’Keefe.  
 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 

 
Knowledge of art and artists 

• To know that Georgia O`Keeffe was a modernist artist best known for 
simplifying landscapes into shapes and flowing lines.  
 

Skills 

• To experiment with separating a composition into foreground, middle 
ground and background to add more realism. 

• To know how to add depth to an image by apply shading and tints.  

• To use different framing techniques such as cropping and close-ups to alter 
the composition of the final image.  

• To explore a range of tools and shading techniques to create a three-
dimensional image. 
 

Evaluating and Analysing 

• To use their knowledge of tools, materials and processes to try 
alternative solutions and make improvements to their work.  
 

Sketchbook 
• To confidently use sketchbooks for recording observations and research, 

testing materials and working towards an outcome more independently.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Modern Nature 
Activate Prior Knowledge 

How does the 
perspective effect the 

composition? 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

How does the artist show 
texture and movement? 

How has the artist achieved 
depth and shadow? 

Links to Future Learning 

KS1 
 

• Apply a range of techniques to create hard and soft lines, 
smudges and blending.  

• Create a relief print. 

• Explore colour mixing to create secondary and complimentary 
colours. 

• Understand how to create tone, shades and tints of colour. 

• Create the look of depth and movement by using tones of the 
same colour. 

 
Context: Dots, Faraway Lands 

 

EY 
 

• Use a range of small tools, including paint brushes. 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with colour and design. 

• Explore colour and colour mixing. 

• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales 

 

KS2 
 

• Explore light and dark within an image by using tints and shades. 

• Apply a range of patterns and techniques including the use of 
different mediums to create texture and shadow. 

• Create a repeated image using stencils or templates. 

• Combine layering and mixed media to add fine detail. 
 

Context: Who were the First Artists? 

KS2 
 

• Design and create a relief print, with a repeated motif using a 
variety of colours. 

• Use colour washes, layering, colour blocking and mixed media to 
add detail and texture. 

• Use software to alter an image and create work with meaning. 
 

Context: Patterns and Prints, Street Art 



Modern Nature 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

B scale The scale which measures the amount of `black` graphite in a 
pencil. 

Background Part of the image that appears to be farthest from the viewer. 
Close up To focus on an object in detail. 

Composition The arrangement of elements within a work of art with the goal 
of producing a piece which is balanced and pleasing. 

Contour lines Lines which accentuate the curves in subjects that are rounded 
or more organically shaped.   

Cropped/cropping To trim an image. 

Cross hatching Two sets of parallel lines drawn at an angle on top of each other. 

Depth Techniques used to make artwork look three dimensional. 

Foreground Part of the image that appears to be closest to the viewer. 

Hatching Sets of parallel lines. 
H scale The scale which measures the hardness of a pencil. 

Middle ground The focal area of a painting (usually in the centre). 

Observational 
Drawing 

To draw what can be seen. 

Perspective A technique used to represent objects as three-dimensional. 

Primary source First-hand experience. 

Scribbling Sketching no specific kinds of shapes or lines, but more loops and 
variety. 

Secondary source A photograph of an object. 
Shade/shading To add black to an image to create darker areas. 
Stippling Sketching lots of little dots. 

Tint Adding colour to white to create a hue of base colour. 

Three-dimensional An object drawn with all three dimensions. 

Tonal scale A scale showing a variety of tones of a given colour. 

Georgia O’Keeffe 
 

Georgia O’Keeffe painted nature in a way 
that showed how it made her feel. She is best 
known for her paintings of flowers and 
desert landscapes. Her unique and new way 
of painting nature simplified its shapes. 
 

Perspective 
 

The foreground, middle ground, and background refer to areas in an image.  The 
foreground refers to the nearest area. The background refers to the area of space in the 
distance. The middle ground occupies the space in between. The foreground will almost 
always be in the lower section of your picture. This area will contain the most detail and 
brightest colours.  

Shading Techniques 

Hatching Cross 
hatching 

Contour 
lines 

Stippling Scribbling 


