Ancient Greece

Overview

Pupils will develop a deeper understanding of concurrent civilisations around the world and
their impact on later civilisations. Pupils will describe some of the successful achievements of
Ancient Greece and their impact on our lives today. Considering the legacy of the Ancient
Greeks, pupils will learn about the Olympic games. They will accurately sequence key events
and confidently use key dates. Through carrying out an independent enquiry of Athens and
Sparta, pupils will identify the similarities and differences between them. Using different
sources of evidence, they learn about democracy and compare this to the ways in which
other civilisations are governed.

Essential Knowledge

Civilisation

e To identify the legacies of the Ancient Greeks and their impact on our
lives today.

e To compare the lives of people living in Athens and Sparta.

e To know the impact Ancient Greece had on democracy.

Invasion & Rebellion

e To know that Athens and Sparta were at war (Peloponnesian War).
e To know about the Battle of Marathon.

Religion

e To know what the Ancient Greeks believed in.
e To compare the beliefs in different cultures, times and groups.

What did the Ancient
Greeks do for us?

Who were the Ancient
Greeks and when did they
live?
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What did the Ancient
Greeks believe?
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Activate Prior Knowledge

EYFS
Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of family
members.
Order and sequence familiar events.
Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends.
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now,

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in
books read in class and storytelling.

Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society.
Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this world,
Growing

KS1

e Chronology — beyond living memory

e Using historical evidence to find out about the past

e |dentify why certain people/events are significant in the wider
context of history

Context: Florence Nightingale & Edith Cavell, GFOL, Inspirational

people, St Cuthbert, Explorers

KS2

Using historical evidence and evaluating its reliability - Stone,
Bronze and Iron Age/Saxon/Romans
Religion — Romans/Vikings
Invasion & Rebellion - The Roman Empire/ The Vikings
Concurrent periods — Bronze Age-lron Age/Ancient Egypt
Civilisation — The Vikings/Ancient Egypt/Romans
Chronological narrative of time periods.

Context: Romans, Stone, Bronze and Iron Age, Saxons, St Bede

Links to Future Learning
Concurrent period — Mayan Civilisation
Invasion & Rebellion — WWII
Civilisation — Mayan Civilisation
Using and selecting historical evidence and evaluating its
reliability
Context: Mayan Civilisation, WWI|I

How were Athenians and
Spartans similar and how
did they differ?

How was Ancient Greece
governed?




Ancient Greece

Ancient Athens is where democracy
began in around 508 BC. Listening

to the opinions of other people and
The Olympics were debating issues was an important part
Democracy A system where people make important decisions by voting. first held in ancient of this system. After debating issues, the
Ahens The capital Gtv of Greece Greece in 776 BC. This ancient Athenians would vote. At that
P ty ' is one of the legacies time, the only people allowed to take
Sparta An Ancient Greek city, famous for its military skills. of ancient Greece. part in democracy were adult males who
: _ : : : : Events included boxing, wrestling, were citizens of Athens. The legacy of
Olympia A plam in Greece, in the western Peloponnese. In ancn—:an Greece |t_was the site of the running and chariot racing. democracy still exists today in many parts
chief sanctuary of the god Zeus, the place where the original Olympic Games were held, of the world.
after which the site is named. Women U_u"EI‘E not ulimntwed to )
compete in the Olympics. This was
Temple A building devoted to the worship of a god or gods. because ancient Greek women
: : _ : _ were not treated as equals to men
Shrine A place regarded as holy because of its associations with a divinity or a sacred person or and had fewer freedoms. Much of what we see of the Spartans
relic, marked by a building or other construction. ) on television and in films is based
The idea for the marathon also
— . — — . N on myth and does not present the
Religious A time of special importance marked by adherents to that religion. originates from this time.
) Spartans accurately. The Spartans were known
festival . . .
for their strong army and ability to fight. In
Athenian A citizen of Athens. childhood, boys were trained to be warriors. Girls
Spartan A citizen of Sparta. were taught academic subjects and how to fight.
Empire A group of countries that are run by the government of another country. The Athenians were known for their cultural
Hoplite A heavily armed foot soldier of ancient Greece. developments and learning. Girls did not go to
Invasion The act of entering a place in an attempt to take control of it. school but many were taught how to look after
the home and family.

Ancient Greece - Timeline

776BC 508BC 490BC 431BC 404BC 146BC
The first Olympic Democracy was Battle of Marathon The wars between Sparta conquers Athens Rome defeats the Greeks
Games take place introduced in Athens Athens and Sparta at the Battle of Corinth

begin — Peloponnesian making Greece part of the
Roman Empire
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