Christmas Unit—Year 6

Once a year, we invite all parents and carers into school to watch our Carols by Candlelight performance. Throughout the second Autumn
term, music lessons are dedicated to learning well-known Christmas carols that have been specifically chosen to highlight the range of
singing skills taught in Year 6. For example, they will be singing songs with an increased vocal range, singing songs with even more com-
plicated melodic patterns, singing in parts and singing the harmony of Silent Night, while Year 5 sing the main melody.

Musicianship

Find and keep a steady beat in-
dependently

Copy back and create more
complex rhythmic patterns using
semiquavers, triplet quavers,
quavers, minims, dotted minims,
dotted crotchets, crotchets and
rests using notation

Use 2/4, %, 4/4, 5/4 and 6/8 time
signatures

Notation

Explore standard notation —
crotchets, paired and unpaired
quavers, semiquavers, minims,
semibreves and rests

Recognise notes middle C - C
on a stave including Bb, Db and
Ab and F# and G#

Listening

Find the beat of the music and its
time signature (2/4, %4, 4/4, 5/4 or
6/8)

Talk about how the music makes
them feel throughout the song
and explain why

Recognise band and orchestral
instruments and whether they are
playing legato (smooth) or stac-
cato (separated)

Describe tempo as allegro (fast)
or adagio (slow) or steady

Understand the message of a
piece of music

Understand historical context of a
piece of music

Compare two pieces of music

Consider how a piece of music
reflects their own musical identi-

ty

Singing
Demonstrate good singing

posture and breath con-
trol

Rehearse songs from
memory

Sing a broad range of
songs in unison, parts,
small groups, and contin-
ue to develop confidence
as a soloist

Sing without an accompa-
niment

Sing expressively with at-
tention to: dynamics, artic-

ulation, breathing and
phrasing

Lead a singing rehearsal

Sing in 2 parts, including 2
part harmonies

Repertoire
O Holy Night
Carol of the Bells
It was on a Starry Night

O Little Town of Bethle-
hem

O Come all Ye Faithful
Silent Night

The Sussex Carol

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

Do You Hear What |
Hear?

In the Bleak Midwinter

Little Drummer Boy




