
Overview 

 
In this unit of work, the incredible body of work by the artists Norman Cornish 
and Stephen Wiltshire will be considered as a springboard for creating depth 
and realism in sketches. Using guidelines to create a single focal point on the 
page, the children will experiment with creating perspective in their work.  
After which they explore how to sketch figures in motion.  
 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 

 
Knowledge of art and artists 

• To know that Norman Cornish and Stephen Wiltshire are artists who sketch 
urban scenes. 
 

Skills 

• To recognise the basic shapes which people create when they are in 
motion.  

• To use hard and soft lines to show detail. 

• To build up the shape of an object when sketching by using broad, light 
sketch lines. 

• To experiment using a single focal point and horizon to sketch a simple 
view in perspective.  

• To use guidelines to create a framework for drawing in perspective. 
 

Evaluating and Analysing 

• To give reasoned evaluations of their own and others work which takes 
account of context and intention. 
  

Sketchbook 
• To confidently use a systematic and independent approach to research, 

test and develop ideas and plans.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

People and Places 
Activate Prior Knowledge 

Is there a vanishing 
point in this piece of 

work?  

Hook 
into a 
Book 

Where is your eye 
drawn to in this piece? 

How does the artist show 
distance in this piece? 

EY 
 

• Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use 
these shapes to represent objects. 

• Draw with increasing complexity, such as representing a face 
with a circle, including details. 

• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales 

 

KS1 
 

• Develop observational drawing skills to draw from secondary 
sources.   

• Use curved and geometric shapes to create a portrait.  

• Sketch different types of lines –thick, thin, broken, zigzag.  

• Apply different pressures to drawing implements to achieve 
tonal effects, including smudging and blending. 

 
Context: Taking a Line for a Walk, Famous Faces 

 

KS2 
 

• Refine observational drawing skills to draw from secondary or 
primary sources, adding shading and colour to create depth 
and tone.  

• Understand how to use guidelines to support scale, proportion 
and perspective when sketching.  

• Use line and shape to represent figures in motion and facial 
expressions. 

• Apply a range of patterns and techniques including the use of 
different mediums to texture and shade.  

 
Context: Matchstick Men, Modern Nature, In a Galaxy  

Far, Far Away 

What shapes are the 
figures in this piece 

making? 



People and Places 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Composition The arrangement of elements within a work of art with the 
goal of producing a piece which is balanced and pleasing. 

Colour blocking Using colours that are opposites on the colour wheel and 
pairing them together to make interesting and 
complementary colour combinations. 

Colour washing A method of using paint thinned out with water to create a 
subtle wash or layer of colour. 

Depth Techniques used to make the artwork look three 
dimensional. 

Layering To add techniques over each other. 

Observational 
Drawing 

To draw what can be seen. 

Perspective A technique used to represent objects as three-dimensional. 
Primary source First-hand experience. 

Proportion The relationship between the different elements in the piece. 

Scale The size of elements in the piece. 
Secondary source A photograph or drawing of an object. 
Single focal point An area in the composition to which the viewer's eye is 

naturally drawn. 

Vanishing Point The spot on the horizon when the lines converge. 

Norman Cornish 
 

Norman Cornish is an artist best 
known for his depiction of every 
day life in his own village. 
 
 

Stephen Wiltshire 
 
Stephen Wiltshire is an artist who is best 
known for his incredibly detailed 
drawings of cityscapes. He can draw 
from memory after seeing scenes for a 
very short time. 
 

When he was three years old, 
Stephen was diagnosed with 
autism. He first communicated 
with others using his drawings as 
he was mute. Stephen was 
awarded an MBE for services to 

the art world in 2006. 

A friend of LS Lowry, Cornish is 
fascinated by the world around him 
and paints realistic scenes of the world 
he grew up in. Many consider Cornish’s 
work to be a window into the past, a 
world of small mining villages which no 
longer exists. 
 
 

Norman Cornish’s home village of 
Spennymoor Durham, has a 
permanent display of his art work and 
a walking trail of the locations of 
many of his most iconic works 
 

One-Point Perspective 
 
A one-point perspective drawing means that the lines of 
perspective will eventually meet at one point.  This is called 
the vanishing point. This is usually directly in front of the 
viewers eye. 
 
One-point perspective is often used to draw urban street 
scenes, roads and rail tracks 
 

 
One-point perspective is often 
used to draw urban street 
scenes, roads and rail tracks.  
It focuses the viewers’ 
attention on a single point in 
the distance creating the 
illusion of depth. 
 


