
Overview 

 

In this unit of work, the children will use their historical knowledge of WWII to 

build on the geographical understanding of battlefield usage and reasons behind 

why certain battles were fought where they were. They will take into account the 

physical geography and topographical features of an area in relation to defences 

for the allied and axis forces, e.g. seas, rivers, hills. They will also look at a range 

of physical and digital maps of battlefields areas from both the past and present, 

and collect data in a range of ways to show how the land has changed since that 

time.  

 

Essential Knowledge 

Locational Knowledge 

• To name and locate countries and continents that formed the allied and axis forces. 
• To locate the geographical regions of the Pacific and European theater. 

 
Place Knowledge 

 
• To understand geographical reasons behind the location of certain battles. E.g. Battle of 

Normandy.  
 

Human and Physical Geography 
 

• To describe and understand the key aspects of physical geography during WWII used as 
natural defences.  

• To describe and understand the key aspects of human geography during WWII. E.g. land 
use, distribution of natural resources such as food and water to those at war, delivery of 
weaponry, removal of casualties.  

Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

• To use graphs and tables to present both quantitative and qualitative data in order to 
answers questions and discuss the land use of a certain area for battle.  

• To compare and contrast maps of past and present as a way of determining conclusions 
and giving opinions. 

• To use eight points of a compass, six figure grid references, symbols and key to build 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and wider areas affected during WWII.  
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EY 

• Recognise some environments are different from which they live drawing on 
their own experiences, simple maps (Under the Sea, Dinosaurs, Transport)  

• Recognise similarities and differences between the natural world around them 
and contrasting environments. 

• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in 
different countries drawing on their own experiences, e.g. festivals around the 
world. 
Context: New Beginnings, People who help us, Where is my place in the world? 

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
• Use symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps), to 

build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world;  
• Identifying hot and cold areas of our world.  

• Use digital mapping software to locate local areas, and areas in other 
countries.  

• Understand human and physical features, and how to identify them. 

• Compare life in my local area, to life in other parts of the world.  
 

Context: My City, United Kingdom, Continents & Oceans. 

 

From your gathering of 

data, what are your 

opinions on the land use 

during WWII? 

 

Have the topographical features of 

the land changed since they were 

used as battlefields? 

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, Africa (Egypt), Climate 
Change) 

• Location of countries continents, oceans, equator, rivers, 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land use patterns (Egypt) 

KS2 

• Use six-figure grid references to communicate knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

• Use the 8 points of a compass to read lines of longitude and latitude. 

• Understand the hemispheres of the world and the position of the equator. 

• Using ordnance survey, and digital mapping software to gather information 
about a local area.  

• Understanding how the lay of the land can change over time either by 
natural causes or by humans. 

Context: Rivers, Mountain ranges and Natural disasters, Coastlines, Island of Lindisfarne. 

 

Hook 

into a 

Book 

• Understand further how the past history of our planet has 
affected the geography of our world today. 

• Use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view, analyse 
and interpret places and data 

• Use fieldwork in contrasting locations to collect, analyse and 
draw conclusions from geographical data, using multiple 
sources of increasingly complex information 

In which countries were the main 

battlefields of WWII? 

 

Why were these areas chosen to 

become to main areas of battle? Did 

they have contributing geographical 

factors? 

Links to Future Learning  
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Countries A nation with its own government, occupying a particular territory. 

War A state of armed conflict between different countries or different groups 
within a country. 

British Empire A former collective term for the territories under the leadership or 
control of the British crown, including those in the Commonwealth of 
Nations and their colonies, protectorates, dependencies, and 
trusteeships. 

Capital city The city or town that functions as the seat of government and 
administrative centre of a country or region. 

City A large town  

Human features Human geography relates only to the human environment; something 
that is built by humans and would not have existed in nature without 
humans. 

Physical 
features 

Physical feature (environment) landforms, bodies of water, climate, 
natural vegetation and soil of the earth. 

Commonwealth An international association consisting of the UK together with states that 
were previously part of the British Empire, and dependencies. 

Western Front The Western Front was the main theatre of war during the First World 
War. 

Trenches A long, narrow ditch. 

Climate The weather conditions prevailing in an area in general or over a long 
period. 

Warfare Engagement in or the activities involved in war or conflict. 

Grid-Reference A map reference indicating a location in terms of a series of vertical and 
horizontal grid lines identified by numbers or letters. 

Co-ordinates A geographic coordinate system is a coordinate system that enables every 
location on Earth to be specified by a set of numbers, letters or symbols. 

Beaches A pebbly or sandy shore, especially by the sea between high- and low-
water marks. 

Pacific Theatre The Pacific Ocean theater, during World War II, was a major theater of 
the war between the Allies and the Empire of Japan. 

European 
Theatre 

The European theatre of World War II was an area of heavy fighting 
across Europe. 

Theatres of WWII 

A ‘Theatre’ of conflict is the geographical place in which military events occur. 
During World War II they were two primary theatres: The European Theatre and 
the Pacific Theatre. The European Theatre of WWII stretched across the entire 
continent of Europe, from the Atlantic Ocean to the Ural Mountains. This theatre 
was the fight against Germany and Italy, and mostly happened on air/land. 
Whilst the Pacific Theatre was largely defined by the territories of the Japanese 
Empire, in the peak of battle, this theatre stretched throughout eastern China, 
Southeast Asia, and the islands surrounding Oceania. This was a fight against 
Japan, and was mostly an air/sea war.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theater_(warfare)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe


 


