
Overview 

 

Pupils will learn how, why and when World War II happened. They will discover how 

Sunderland was affected by World War II. Pupils will accurately sequence key events and 

confidently use key dates. Through carrying out an enquiry, independently selecting sources 

to provide evidence, they will be able to articulate the impact of World War II. Pupils will 

learn about the changing role of women during the war and how the lives of children were 

affected by war.  

 

Essential Knowledge 

 
Invasion & Rebellion 

 

• To know how and why World War II began.  

• To know some of the impacts of World War II.  

• To know how and why Sunderland was affected by WWII.  

• To know how propaganda was used during World War II.  

• To know some strategies used to keep people safe during World War II.  
 

Civilisation 
 

• To understand the changes and reasons for the organisation of society in 
Britain during World War II. 

• To understand the changing role of women in World War II.  

• To know how children in Britain were affected by World War II.   
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

World War II : Home Front    EYFS 

• Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of family 
members. 

•  Order and sequence familiar events. 

• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this world, 

Growing  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 

• Chronology – beyond living memory  

• Using historical evidence to find out about the past 

• Identify why certain people/events are significant in the wider 
context of history 

• The role of women – Emily Davison  
Context: Florence Nightingale & Edith Cavell, GFOL, Inspirational 
people, St Cuthbert, Explorers 
 

When was WWII? 
 

How did the role of 
women change during 

WWII? 
 

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, Africa (Egypt), Climate 
Change) 

• Location of countries continents, oceans, equator, rivers, 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land use patterns (Egypt) 

KS2 

• Using historical evidence and evaluating its reliability - Stone, 
Bronze and Iron Age/Saxon/Romans/Ancient Greece. 

• Invasion & Rebellion - The Roman Empire/ The Vikings 

• Civilisation – Anglo Saxons/The Vikings/Ancient Egypt/Romans 

• Chronological narrative of time periods.  
 

Context: Romans, Stone, Bronze and Iron Age, Saxons, St Bede 

Hook 

into a 

Book 

Links to Future Learning 

• Civilisation – Mayan Civilisation  

• Using and selecting historical evidence and evaluating its 
reliability  

• Identify different interpretations for events, developments and 
people covered in a range of topics 

Context:  Mayan Civilisation 
 

What impact did WWII have 
on children? 

 

How did WWII affect 
Sunderland? 

How did WWII begin? 
 



World War II : Homefront  

World War II : Timeline 

       
 
Treaty  A written agreement between countries in which they agree to do a particular thing or to 

help each other. 

Allies Countries supporting Britain. 

Axis  Countries supporting Germany.  

Invasion When a foreign army enters a country by force.  

Blitz  Was a German bombing campaign against the United Kingdom in 1940 and 1941, during 

the Second World War. 

Luftwaffe Is the official name for the Nazi air force founded in 1935. 

Civilians A  person not in the armed services or the police force 

Rationing  A system during World War 2 to limit the amount of food you were allowed to buy. 

Propaganda Is defined as, “ideas, facts, or allegations spread deliberately to further one's cause or to 

damage an opposing cause.” 

Evacuate To send someone to a place of safety, away from a dangerous building, town or area.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

September 1 1939 - 
Germany 

invades Poland. 
World War II begins 

September 3 1939- 
France and Great 

Britain declare war 
on Germany 

May 30 1940- 
Winston Churchill 
becomes leader of 

the British 
government. 

July 10 1940- 
Germany launches 

an air attack on 
Great Britain. These 
attacks last until the 
end of October and 

are known as the 
Battle of Britain 

June 6 1944- D-day 
and the Normandy 
invasion. Allied 
forces invade France 
and push back the 
Germans 

April 30 1945- Adolf 
Hitler commits 
suicide, as he knows 
Germany has lost 
the war. 

May 7 1945- 
Germany surrenders 
to the Allies 


