
Overview 

 

Pupils will develop awareness of how historians learn about the past using 
mummies, the Book of the Dead and pyramids, children learn the place of the 
ancient Egyptians in time. Pupils learn about the importance of religion in the 
ancient Egyptians’ lives and consider how this is evident in pyramids, worship 
and mummification.  

 

Essential Knowledge 

 

Civilisation 

• To understand the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where 
and when the first civilizations appeared.  

• To understand that society was organised in different ways in different cultures and 
times and consisted of different groups with different roles and lifestyles. 

Religion 

• To know the links between ancient Egyptian beliefs and mummification. 

• To know some Egyptian beliefs about Gods, Goddesses and the afterlife.  

• To compare the beliefs in different cultures, times and groups. 

Technical advancement 

• To know some of the achievements of the Ancient Egyptians.   

Monarchy 

• To know Tutankhamun was an Egyptian pharaoh.  

• To know about the discovery of Tutankhamun’s burial chamber. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ancient Egypt   EYFS 

• Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of family 
members. 

•  Order and sequence familiar events. 

• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this world, 

Growing  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 

• Technical advancement – vehicles, Florence Nightingale & Edith 
Cavell, Great Fire of London, Explorers 

• Religion – St Cuthbert 

• Monarchy – The Royal Family 

• Using historical evidence to find out about the past 

• Identify why certain people/events are significant in the wider 
context of history 

 

Can you name some of the 
achievements of the Ancient 

Egyptians?? 
 

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, Africa (Egypt), Climate 
Change) 

• Location of countries continents, oceans, equator, rivers, 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land use patterns (Egypt) 

KS2 

• Technical advancement – Stone Age to Iron Age 

• Monarchy – Anglo Saxons & Scots 

• Religion – St Bede, St Hilda, Anglo Saxons, Vikings 

• Using historical evidence and evaluating its reliability - Stone, 
Bronze and Iron Age/Saxon/Romans 

• Chronological narrative of time periods.  

• Concurrent periods – Stone Age to Iron Age 
 
 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

Links to Future Learning 

• Concurrent period – Mayan Civilisation, Ancient Greece 

• Civilisation – Ancient Greece, Mayans  

• Religion – St Aidan, St Oswald, Mayans, Ancient Greece 

• Using and selecting historical evidence and evaluating its 
reliability  

 
 

Who was Tutankhamun and 
how do we know about him? 

 

Who were the Ancient 
Egyptians and when did 

they live? 
 

What did the Ancient 
Egyptians believe? 

 



Ancient Egypt 

Ancient Egypt timeline  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key vocabulary  

Ancient  Very old, belonging to the distant past.  

Pyramid A building with triangular sides built as an Egyptian tomb. 

Mummy Remains of a body found inside the carved and brilliantly painted burial case known as a 

sarcophagus. 

Natron Natron is a natural salt, composed of sodium carbonate and sodium bicarbonate with traces of 

sodium chloride and sodium sulphate. It was used by the ancient Egyptians to dry out the bodies. 

Burial Chamber A room that is often below ground level that is used to bury the remains of the dead. 

preserved To maintain (something) in its original or existing state. 

Mummification  The process in which the flesh and skin of a corpse can be preserved.  

Afterlife  The afterlife is the belief that the essential part of an individual's identity or the stream of 

consciousness continues after the death of the physical body. 

Tomb  A large grave which is above ground with a sculpture or decoration on it. 

Pharaoh  An Ancient Egyptian Ruler. (King or Queen) 

Hierarchy  A system in which members of an organization or society are ranked according to relative status 

or authority. 

Hieroglyphics  A picture used as a form of writing instead of letters. 


