
Overview 

 
In this unit of work, children will explore the world of colour theory through 
the work of the artists Wassily Kandinsky and Yayoi Kusama.  They will 
investigate colour mixing, how to create secondary colours and discover why 
some colours are considered warm, cold or complimentary to one another. 
Using Kandinsky’s prints as a springboard the children will create block printed 
images. 
 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 

 
Knowledge of art and artists 

• To know that Wassily Kandinsky and Yayoi Kusama are artists who are 
interested in how colours and shapes make people feel.  
 

Skills 

• To combine primary colours to create secondary colours. 

• To paint a colour wheel, showing all the primary colours and secondary 
colours.  

• To recognise which colours can be described as warm, cold, and 
complimentary.  

• To know how to combine printing and colour blocking to explore shapes, 
lines and colours. 
 

Evaluating and Analysing 

• To describe and compare features of their own and other’s art work. 
 

Sketchbook 
• To use sketchbooks to explore ideas.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dots EY 
 

• Use a range of small tools, including paint brushes. 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with colour and design. 

• Explore colour and colour mixing. 

• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales 

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
 

• Apply a range of techniques to create hard and soft lines, 
smudges and blending.  

• Create a relief print. 

• Layer shades and tints of colour to create a series of prints. 

• Create the look of depth and movement by using tones of the 
same colour. 

 
Context: Faraway Lands 

 

Which techniques has 
the artist used to 
create this piece? 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

How does the artist use 
colour to show emotion? 

Why has the artist chosen 
these colours? 

Links to Future Learning 

KS2 
 

• Explore light and dark within an image by using tints and shades. 

• Apply a range of patterns and techniques including the use of 
different mediums to create texture and shadow. 

• Create a repeated image using stencils or templates. 

• Combine layering and mixed media to add fine detail.  

• Refine observational drawing skills to draw from secondary or 
primary sources, adding shading and colour to create depth and 
tone.  

• Design and create a relief print, with a repeated motif using a 
variety of colours. 

• Use colour washes, layering, colour blocking and mixed media to 
add detail and texture. 

• Use software to alter an image and create work with meaning. 
 

Context: Who were the First Artists? Modern Nature, Patterns  
and Prints, Street Art 



Dots 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Printing To use an object to print with i.e. a potato, a carved stamp, or 
a piece of Lego. 

Colour Blocking To use colours that are opposites on the colour wheel, pairing 
them together to make interesting and bold combinations. 

Colour Wheel A circle with different coloured sectors used to show the 
relationship between colours 

Cold Colours Blues, greys and greens. 

Complimentary 
Colours 

Those colours which are directly opposite each other on the 
colour wheel (orange and blue, yellow and purple etc.). 

Foam Board A type of thin, pliable polystyrene board used for printing. 

Ink Medium of colour used in printing. 

Primary Colours The three colours from which all other colours are mixed 
(red, yellow, blue). Note: Black and white are sometimes 
incorrectly referred to as primary colours.  We only see 
colour in light, black is the absence of light.  The three 
primary colours of light (red, green, blue) combine to create 
white light 

Secondary 
Colours 

A colour resulting from the mixing of equal amounts of two 
primary colours (green, orange, purple).    

Sketchbook A book used for drawing and the collation of ideas. 
Warm Colours Reds, pinks, oranges. 

Wassily Kandinsky 
 

Kandinsky painted colours, shapes 
and lines to express his emotions. He 
literally saw colours when he heard 
music and heard music when he 
painted. This is a rare condition 
called synaesthesia. 

 

Yayoi Kusama  
 

Yayoi Kusama is an artist and 
designer who is sometimes called the 
princess of polka dots.  Although she 
makes lots of different types of art – 
they have one thing in common, 
DOTS!  

Colour Wheel Complimentary Colours 


