
Overview 

 
Pupils will compare and contrast the world of the later 15th century with 
space travel of the 20th century to develop their understanding of similarity 
and difference between time periods within and beyond living memory.  
Pupils will begin to give valid explanations for the sequence of events on 
timelines. They will ask questions and produce answers to historical 
enquiries by beginning to select information independently from several 
different types of sources including written, visual, oral sources and 
artefacts. Pupils will discover the significance of Christopher Columbus’ and 
Neil Armstrong’s achievements, both for the time and for today.  
 

Essential Knowledge 

 
Exploration  

 

• To know the achievements and discoveries Christopher Columbus 
made.  

• To know the achievements of Neil Armstrong.  

• To compare the journeys of Christopher Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong.  
 

Technical advancement 
 

• To know how technical advancement has impacted exploration.  

• To compare modes of transport from different eras 
 

Cultural change  
 

• To compare and contrast life in 1492 and life today. 

• To identify some of the positive and negative impacts of Christopher 
Columbus’ expedition 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Links to Future Learning KS2 
 

• Cultural change – Stone Age to Iron Age 

• Cultural change – The History of Sunderland and the Victorian Era.  

• Exploration/Technical Advancement – The History of Space Travel  

• Cultural change  - Civil Rights Movement 

Explorers – Christopher 

Columbus & Neil Armstrong   
EY 

• Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of 
family members. 

•  Order and sequence familiar events. 

• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past 

and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 

class 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this 

world, Growing  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 

• Cultural change – History of Vehicles 

• Cultural change – Florence Nightingale/Edith Cavell  

• Cultural change – Rosa Parks, Emily Davison  

• Cultural change/Technical Advancement – Great Fire of London  
 

How has exploration 
changed over time? 

 Who was Neil Armstrong? 
 

 

Hook 

into a 

Book 

What did Christopher 
Columbus achieve/discover? 

 
Why is Neil Armstrong 

significant? 
 

Who was Christopher 
Columbus ? 

 



Explorers – Christopher Columbus & Neil Armstrong.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continent  A very large area of lad, such as Africa or Asia, that is made of 
several countries. 

Ocean One of the five very large area of sea on the Earth’s surface 

Equator  An imaginary line around the middle of the Earth. 

Explorer A person who explores a new or unfamiliar area. 
Sailor Someone who works on a ship or sails a boat. 
Voyage A long journey on a ship or in a spacecraft. 

Astronaut  A person who is trained for travelling in a spacecraft. 

Flight 
Commander 

An officer in charge of a flight. 

Gravity The force which causes things to drops to the ground. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Who was 
Christopher 
Columbus? 

• He was an Italian explorer and navigator 

• In 1492, he sailed across the Atlantic Ocean from Spain in the Santa Maria hoping to find 
a new route to India. 

• He completed four voyages across the Atlantic and found land in the Americas.  

• He opened the way for the colonisation of America. 

• Most people believed the Earth was flat but Christopher Columbus believed the Earth 
was round. 

• Christopher Columbus lived at a time when people in Europe did not know that the 
continents of North or South America existed. 

• Christopher Columbus was arrested for the mistreatment of the natives in Hispaniola 
and returned to Spain in 1500.  

• Christopher Columbus started regular contact between Europe and America. 

Who was 
Neil 
Armstrong? 

• Neil Armstrong was born in 1930 

• He was an American astronaut. 

• Apollo 11 launched in 1969 with Neil Armstrong on board.  

• Apollo 11 was the first spacecraft to land on the moon. 

• Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin were the first humans to view Earth from the moon’s 
surface. 

• They collected dust materials from the moon’s surface to study back on Earth. 

• Neil Armstrong became the first man to walk on the moon in 1969. 

Timeline- Christopher Columbus 

1451 Christopher Columbus was born.  

1485 He arrived in Spain 

1492 He left Spain with three ships and sailed west 

1492 He landed in the Bahamas, North America. 
He called this land ‘The New World.’ 

1498 He made a voyage to Trinidad, North America 

1506 He died in Spain 

Timeline- Neil Armstrong 
 
1930 Neil Armstrong was born in Ohio, North America 

1962 He began training to be an astronaut 

1966 He first went to space as commander of the Gemini 8 mission 

1969 Armstrong became the first person to land on the moon as part 
of the Apollo 11 mission with Buzz Aldrin 

1985 He took part in an expedition to the North Pole 

2012 He died in Ohio, USA 


