The Great Fire of London

Overview

Whilst gaining knowledge about the Great Fire of London pupils will begin to
develop chronological understanding of events beyond living memory that
are significant nationally. Pupils will order events on a timeline and compare
objects from different periods of time. They will continue to ask historical
questions, investigate artefacts, pictures and read Samuel Pepys’ diary
extracts to provoke curiosity and make judgements. Pupils then learn about
the Great Fire of Sunderland by examining pictures and newspaper articles
to compare events, using their prior knowledge. They consider the impact
that these events have had on our lives today.

Essential Knowledge

Cultural change

e To know how and where the Great Fire of London began.

e To know the reasons why the Great Fire of London spread rapidly.
e To know the impact the Great Fire of London had at the time.

e To know the importance of Samuel Pepys diary.

Technical advancement

e To know how the Great Fire of London has impacted our lives today.
e To compare fire equipment from the time of the Great Fire of London and
fire equipment today.

Monarchy

e To know the impact King Charles Il had during and after the Great
Fire of London.

Activate Prior Knowledge

EY
Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of
family members.
Order and sequence familiar events.
Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends.
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past
and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in
class

Understand the past through settings, characters and events
encountered in books read in class and storytelling.
Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this
world, Growing

KS1
Technical advancement — History of vehicles, Florence Nightingale &
Edith Cavell
Cultural change — Florence Nightingale & Edith Cavell

Links to Future learning KS1
Cultural change/Technical Advancement — Great Fire of London.
Cultural change — Rosa Parks, Emily Davison
Technical advancement — Christopher Columbus, Neil Armstrong.
Monarchy — The Royal Family

Links to Future Learning KS2

Cultural change/Technical advancement — Stone Age to Iron Age
Technical advancement —The history of space travel.
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The Great Fire of London.

Significant
Key Vocabulary people
London The capital city of England and the United Kingdom (UK).
Bakery A place where bread or cakes are made and sold. -
Diary A book with pages for each day of the year in which to write about Sir
events. Samuel Pepys | King Charles Il | Christopher
Eye witness A person who has seen something and can give a description of it. Wren
Monarch A sovereign head of state, especially a king, queen, or emperor.
Fire brigade People trained to put out fires.
Fire hook A giant hook used to pull down houses. Key Knowledge
Fire break Buildings are destroyed to make a gap so that the fire can’t spread. When was the Great | The Great Fire of London began on Sunday 2" September 1666 and ended on

Steam fire engine

A fire vehicle which has an engine that uses steam from boiling water
to make it move.

Monument

A structure put up to remind us of a person or an event

St Paul’s Cathedral

A very large church in London. St Paul’s Cathedral was rebuilt by Sir
Christopher Wren after the fire.

Fire of London?

Thursday 6" September 1666.

Where did the fire
start?

The fire started in a bakery, owned by Thomas Farriner, in Pudding Lane.

Why did the fire
spread so quickly?

In 1666, the buildings in London were very close together and were made of wood
and had straw roofs. It had been a dry summer with very little rain so the buildings
were dry, which made them burn easily. There were also strong winds that blew the
flames, helping the fire to spread quickly.

What happened after
the fire?

After the fire, many buildings were rebuilt. King Charles Il ordered that buildings
were built further apart and made of stone to make sure that a fire could not
spread so easily again. Sir Christopher Wren rebuilt St Paul’s Cathedral.

The Great Fire of London Timeline

Timeline of Events
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Monday 3™ September 1666

The fire gets very close to the
Tower of London.

Tuesday 4™ September 1666
St Paul’s Cathedral is destroyed by the fire.
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Sunday 2™ September 1666

The fire starts at around 1 a.m.
Mid-morning: Samuel Pepys starts
to write about the fire in his diary.

Wednesday 5 September 1666
The wind dies down and the fire

spreads more slowly.

Thursday 6* September 1666

The fire is finally put out.
Thousands of people are
left homeless.

Spread of the Fire
® Sunday 2™ September 1666

Monday 3™ September 1666
Tuesday and Wednesday
4-5™ September 1666




