
Overview 

 
Pupils will develop their chronological awareness of AD and BC, whilst 
investigating why the Romans invaded Britain and how the Celts reacted to 
the invasion. They will learn how the Romans changed the way people lived 
their lives and how archaeological evidence is used to reconstruct the lives of 
the Romans. Pupils will compare Roman life to life today and learn how the 
Romans still influence our lives today.  
 

 

Essential Knowledge 

 
Invasion and Rebellion 

  

• To know when and why the Romans invaded Britain. 

• To know the significance of Julius Caesar and Emperor Claudius. 

• To know that the Celts rebelled against the Romans.  

• To know about Boudicca’s rebellion.  

Empire 

 

• To know about the expansion of the Roman Empire.  

• To know some reasons why the Romans left Britain. 

Civilisation 

• To know the impact the Roman invasion had on Britain (e.g. forts, 

new settlements and roads. They spread their culture, language and 
laws)   
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 

 
  

  
 
  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

Links to Future Learning KS2 
 

• Invasion & Rebellion - Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons and 
Scots, Vikings, Ancient Greece 

• Civilisation -  Ancient Greece, Ancient Egypt, Mayans  

• Chronological narrative 
 

The Roman Empire in Britain.    

When did the Romans 
invade Britain? 

 

Why did the Romans invade 
Britain? 

 

EY 

• Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of 
family members. 

•  Order and sequence familiar events. 

• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past 

and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 

class 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this 

world, Growing  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
 

• Empire – Royal Family  
 

Who was Julius Caesar? 
 

 

Hook 

into a 

Book 

What impact did the Romans 
have on our lives today? 

 
 



The Roman Empire in Britain  

Empire  Many countries that are ruled by one leader 

Roman Empire  The name used for the land that was controlled by the Romans, including parts of Europe, 

Middle East and North Africa.  

Emperor  Leader, ruler or king of an empire 

BC (Before 

Christ) 

Used to show the years before Jesus was born 

AD (Anno 

Domini)   

Used to show the years after Jesus was born. 

Legion A division of 3,000–6,000 men, including a complement of cavalry, in the ancient Roman 

army. 

Celts  People living in Britain.  

Iceni  A tribe of Celts who lived in the east of Britain.  

Picts  A tribe from Caledonia (The name used in Roman times for Scotland).  

Forts  A strong or fortified place. 

Conquer  Take control of another land 

Rebellion  An act of armed resistance to an established government.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roman Britain timeline   

55BC – The first 
raid 

Julius Caesar 
attempts to invade 

Britain 

54BC – The second 
raid 

Julius Caesar tried 
to take over Britain 

again  

43AD – successful 
invasion  

Emperor Claudius 
invaded Britain and 

parts of Britain 
joined the Roman 

Empire.   

60AD – Boudicca’s 
rebellion  

Boudicca led a 
rebellion against 

the Romans   

122AD – Hadrian’s 
wall  

  The Romans 
wanted to separate 
their land from the 
Picts, so Emperor 
Hadrian ordered a 

wall to be built.  

410AD – The 
Roman’s leave 

Britain  



 


