
Overview 

 

Pupils will learn about the lives of children in the industrial revolution. They will 

learn about a day in the life of a working child before learning about the 

significance of Lord Shaftesbury and his impact on schools and working 

conditions. They will investigate the changes in children’s lives through time, 

learning how children’s’ rights and education have changed. Pupils will 

investigate the Victoria Hall Disaster and the impact this had.  

Essential Knowledge 

 

Civilisation 

• To be able to compare education in different times and groups.  

• To understand the changing role of children in Britain. 

Cultural change 

• To know how children’s lives have changed since the Victorian Era.  

• To know the jobs children had during the Victorian Era.  

• To know how Lord Shaftesbury changed the lives of children.  

• To know about the Victoria Hall disaster and the impact this had on 
Sunderland.  
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• Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of family 
members. 

•  Order and sequence familiar events. 

• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this world, 

Growing  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 

• Cultural change – Rosa Parks & Emily Davison, GFOL, Florence 
Nightingale & Edith Cavell 

• Chronology – beyond living memory  

• Using historical evidence to find out about the past 

• Identify why certain people/events are significant in the wider 
context of history 

Context: Florence Nightingale & Edith Cavell, GFOL, Inspirational 
people, St Cuthbert, Explorers 
 

What do sources tell us 
about how children’s 
lives have changed? 

 

How did Lord Shaftesbury 
change the lives of 

children? 
 

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, Africa (Egypt), Climate 
Change) 

• Location of countries continents, oceans, equator, rivers, 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land use patterns (Egypt) 

KS2 

• Using historical evidence and evaluating its reliability – Stone 
Age to Iron Age/Saxon/Romans/ Ancient Greece 

• Civilisation – The Vikings/Ancient Egypt/Romans/Ancient 
Greece 

• Cultural change - Stone Age to Iron Age  

• Chronological narrative of time periods.  
Context: Romans, Stone, Bronze and Iron Age, Saxons, St Bede 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

Links to Future Learning 

• Civilisation – Mayan Civilisation  

• Cultural change – The Civil Rights Movement  

• Using and selecting historical evidence and evaluating its 
reliability  

Context:  Mayan Civilisation, WWII 
 

What was the Victoria Hall 
disaster and what impact did it 

have? 
 

Who was Lord 
Shaftesbury? 

 

What jobs did Victorian 
children have and what 

were they like? 
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Industrial 
Revolution  

The industrial revolution was a time of change. Products that were often made by 
hand began to be made by machines in factories and mills 

Reign  The length of time that a person is king or queen for. 

Monarch  A sovereign head of state, especially a king, queen, or emperor.  

Coal A hard, black material that is found in the earth and burned as fuel 

Coal mining  The process of getting coal out of the ground. 

Colliery  A coal mine and the buildings and equipment associated with it. 

Chimney 
sweep  

A person whose job is cleaning out the soot from chimneys. 

Shaft  A long, narrow, typically vertical hole that gives access to a mine, 

Government  The group of people with the authority to govern a country. 

Memorial  A statue or structure established to remind people of a person or event. 


