The Maya Civilisation

Overview

Pupils will further their knowledge of civilisations whilst comparing the Maya to
Britons at the time. They will develop their chronological awareness of how the
Maya fit into the timeline of mankind. Pupils will learn about the achievements
of the Maya and contrast to the experience of the Anglo-Saxons in Britain at this
time. Consolidating their understanding of the growth of empires, they also
learn why the Maya Empire declined.

Essential Knowledge

Civilisation
e To understand that there are differences between early and later
civilisations.
e To know what life was like in the Ancient Maya civilisation.
e To be aware of the achievements of the Maya.
e To know that there are different theories for the decline of the Maya.
e To compare the Maya to the Anglo Saxons in Britain.
e To know how we know about the Maya.

Religion
e To be aware of how the Maya practised and demonstrated their

beliefs.
e To be able to identify the impact of beliefs on society

How do we know about the
Ancient Maya Civilisation?

Who were the Maya?

Activate Prior Knowledge

EYFS
Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of family
members.
Order and sequence familiar events.
Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends.
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now,

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in
books read in class and storytelling.
Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society.

Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this world,
Growing

Chronology — beyond living memory
Using historical evidence to find out about the past
Identify why certain people/events are significant in the wider
context of history
Religion — St Cuthbert
Context: Florence Nightingale & Edith Cavell, GFOL, Inspirational
people, St Cuthbert, Explorers

KS2
Using historical evidence and evaluating its reliability - Stone,
Bronze and Iron Age/Saxon/Romans/Ancient Greece.
Civilisation — Anglo Saxons/The Vikings/Ancient Egypt/Romans
Religion — Northern Saints , Anglo Saxons, Ancient Egypt,
Ancient Greece.
Chronological narrative of time periods.

Context: Romans, Stone, Bronze and Iron Age, Saxons, St Bede

What did the Maya
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The Maya Civilisation The Maya writing system, used to write The Maya developed a complex number and
several different Maya lanquages, was counting system that was advanced for their [J

made up of over 800 symbols called time. They were one of only two cultures in

Maya The American Indian people of Central America. glyphs. Some glyphs were logograms, the world to develop the concept of zero.
Civilisation A human society with its own social organisation and culture. representing a whole word, and some
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Ritual A religious ceremony with actions in a particular order. were syllabograms, representing units The Maya people used just three symbols in th E55
Sacrifice To kill an animal or person in a special religious ceremony as a gift to a of sound. : /_ number system. These are thought to represent items
god The Mnga that the Maya people might have first used to count
- — - - logogram for i <ti :
Bloodletting Cutting part of the body to release blood. An ancient ritual used by They wee canvad, orito stone balam - jaguar With, AuCUas peobles, SUCks an e

buildings and monuments and painted ¢
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many Mesoamerican societies.

Maya scribes also wrote books, called codlces made The Maya used a base 20 number system,
Priest A person with duties and responsibilities in a place where people from the bark of fig trees. Only priests and noblemen so after number 19, multiples of 20 were
worship. would know the whole written language. written above the bottom number.
Temple A building used for the worship of a god or gods.
Empire A group of countries that are run by the government of another TRy
country. _ _ * They built pyramids, many of them larger than those in Equpt.
Agriculture The science or practice of farming, including cultivation of the soil for * According to evidence provided by archaeological excavations, Maya

cities features large palaces, temples and plazas.

* Large populations of farmers surrounded the cities and provided
supplies.

the growing of crops and the rearing of animals to provide food, wool,

and other products.

* During the gth century, the Maya civilisation was in a state of decline,
and by 900, it collapsed completely. The reason for this decline is
subject to speculation, with some historians believing that it was due to
a catastrophic environmental change. Others arque that the constant

warfare with competing states led to the collapse of the Maya
civilisation.

Religion

# The Mnl._gﬂ believed in and wcrrshj.pped a number r_'n_f dl_ﬁ'erer'-.t .r_.]nds Theg believed that the

Maya civilisation lived in Central
America which at the time was known
as Mesoamerica

Maya lived in the rainforest and this
impacted how they lived, their

dwellings, food and clothing gods had a good side and a bad side and that the gods could help or hurt them._ The
Maya would dance, sing and sometimes make offerings of blood to the gods.
I:_“-"e 0('19 descendants of the Maya » Priests were very important in Maya society as it was believed that they could
tve 1o O.g

communicate directly with the gods. They would perform different rituals during festivals
ar spr;-clnl ceremonies in order to n::ppeul to the gr_'nds.

* Human sacrifice was rare but took place during times of difficulty, war or when new
temple leaders

The Maya Civilisation

* Arcording to Maya, the world was created on 11th August
3114BC (the date their calendar starts from].

¢ The Maya developed a complex calendar

3500 BC AD 1500
Ancient Rome
Maya Civilisation

Anglo-Saxon Britain

Mayan civilisation flourished in Central America from about 2600BC until around
AD1000




