
Overview 

 

Pupils will further their knowledge of civilisations whilst comparing the Maya to 

Britons at the time. They will develop their chronological awareness of how the 

Maya fit into the timeline of mankind. Pupils will learn about the achievements 

of the Maya and contrast to the experience of the Anglo-Saxons in Britain at this 

time. Consolidating their understanding of the growth of empires, they also 

learn why the Maya Empire declined. 

Essential Knowledge 

 
 

Civilisation 

• To understand that there are differences between early and later 
civilisations.  

• To know what life was like in the Ancient Maya civilisation.  

• To be aware of the achievements of the Maya. 

• To know that there are different theories for the decline of the Maya. 

• To compare the Maya to the Anglo Saxons in Britain.  

• To know how we know about the Maya.  
 

Religion  
 

• To be aware of how the Maya practised and demonstrated their 
beliefs. 

• To be able to identify the impact of beliefs on society 
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• Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of family 
members. 

•  Order and sequence familiar events. 

• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this world, 

Growing  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 

• Chronology – beyond living memory  

• Using historical evidence to find out about the past 

• Identify why certain people/events are significant in the wider 
context of history 

• Religion – St Cuthbert  
Context: Florence Nightingale & Edith Cavell, GFOL, Inspirational 
people, St Cuthbert, Explorers 
 

What did the Maya 
believe? 

 

What did the Maya 
achieve? 

 

 

KS2 

• Using historical evidence and evaluating its reliability - Stone, 
Bronze and Iron Age/Saxon/Romans/Ancient Greece. 

• Civilisation – Anglo Saxons/The Vikings/Ancient Egypt/Romans 

• Religion – Northern Saints , Anglo Saxons,  Ancient Egypt, 
Ancient Greece.  

• Chronological narrative of time periods.  
 

Context: Romans, Stone, Bronze and Iron Age, Saxons, St Bede 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

How did the Ancient Maya 
Civilisation decline? 

 

Who were the Maya? How do we know about the 
Ancient Maya Civilisation? 
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Maya The American Indian people of Central America. 

Civilisation  A human society with its own social organisation and culture. 

Ritual  A religious ceremony with actions in a particular order. 

Sacrifice  To kill an animal or person in a special religious ceremony as a gift to a 
god. 

Bloodletting  Cutting part of the body to release blood. An ancient ritual used by 
many Mesoamerican societies. 

Priest A person with duties and responsibilities in a place where people 
worship. 

Temple  A building used for the worship of a god or gods.  

Empire  A group of countries that are run by the government of another 

country. 

Agriculture  The science or practice of farming, including cultivation of the soil for 

the growing of crops and the rearing of animals to provide food, wool, 

and other products.  


