
Overview 

 
In this unit of work, children will look at the role of printing within the world 
of art.  Taking inspiration from the work of Hokusai, they will create their own 
printing plate, and explore making a series of prints with small details layered 
onto to them to make each one unique. The children will also investigate how 
to use tones of colour to add depth and movement to a piece of work. 
 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 

 
Knowledge of art and artists 

• To know that Katsushika Hokusai was an artist and printmaker. 

• To know that a printmaker is someone who uses printing blocks to create 
pictures. 
 

Skills 

• To experiment with applying different pressures to crayons, pastels and 
charcoal create hard and soft lines, smudges and blending.  

• To know how to create and use a relief print to repeatedly reproduce the 
same image. 

• To explore varying each print by layering shades and tints of colour to add 
detail. 

• To use tones to create the look of depth and movement. 

• To create a series of prints using tones of cool and warm colours.  
 

Evaluating and Analysing 

• To explain their ideas and opinions about their own art and begin to talk 
about how they could improve their work.  
 

Sketchbook 
• To experiment in sketchbooks, using drawing to record ideas and help 

make decisions about what to try out next. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Faraway Lands 
Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
 

• Refine colour mixing to create primary, secondary and 
complimentary colours.  

• Understand which colours can be described as warm, cold, and 
complimentary.  

• Know how to create a simple print. 
 

Context: Dots 
 

What was your first 
reaction to this 

artwork?   

Hook 
into a 
Book 

Can you describe the lines in 
this print? 

How do different angles 
and colours change the 

mood of the print? 
What is printing and what 
effects can be achieved? 

Links to Future Learning 

EY 
 

• Use a range of small tools, including paint brushes. 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with colour and design. 

• Explore colour and colour mixing. 

• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales 

 

KS2 
 

• Explore light and dark within an image by using tints and shades. 

• Apply a range of patterns and techniques including the use of 
different mediums to create texture and shadow. 

• Create a repeated image using stencils or templates. 

• Combine layering and mixed media to add fine detail.  

• Refine observational drawing skills to draw from secondary or 
primary sources, adding shading and colour to create depth and 
tone.  

• Design and create a relief print, with a repeated motif using a 
variety of colours. 

• Use colour washes, layering, colour blocking and mixed media to 
add detail and texture. 

• Use software to alter an image and create work with meaning. 
 

Context: Who were the First Artists? Modern Nature, Patterns  
and Prints, Street Art 



Faraway Places 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Blend To rub until lines and marks soften. 

Depth Techniques used to make artwork look three dimensional. 
Raised Relief An object with a raised design on it. 
Pressure The amount of force applied to an object. 

Printmaker Someone who makes prints for a profession. 
Series of prints A set of similar or themed prints. 
Smudge To smear. 

Texture To attempt to show how something feels. 
Tone The lightness or darkness of a colour. 

Katsushika Hokusai  
 

Katsushika Hokusai was a 
printmaker who used 
woodblock printing to create 
series of images.  Hokusai has 
influenced many famous artists 
including Van Gogh and Monet. 

How to create a raised relief print 

Raised relief printing is a printmaking technique that allows a design to be repeated 
multiple times. It is used when printmakers want to create a series of similar 
images. 
 
 

A design is created on a surface (known as a printing plate), for 
this unit the children will be using polystyrene printing sheets 
and will draw a simple design onto it. 
 
 
 
A thin layer of printing ink is applied to the printing plate with 
a roller. The areas that are raised will pick up the ink, meaning 
any designs drawn on a flat printing plate won't work. 
 
 
 
 
Finally, clean paper is applied onto top of the inked plate and 
pressed down to allow the ink to adhere. Once the printing 

plate is inked the image can be repeated multiple times. 

Blending – To allow colours to 
mingle together, to give a soft 
gradual effect. 

Shading – To make something 
darker so that there are areas of 
light and shade. 

Hokusai’s series of prints of Mount Fuji are some of his most well-known 
works. This series of work was called ‘Thirty-Six Views of Mount Fuji’. Mount 
Fuji is an important part of Japanese culture and there are many religious 
shrines on the mountain. One of the most popular pieces in the series was 
the famous print ‘Under the Wave off Kanagawa’, which is sometimes 
known as ‘The Great Wave’. 

 


