
 

Overview 

 
In this unit of work, children will consider ceramics as an art form. They will 
investigate methods of creating vessels through the ages, from the earliest of 
simple pots, known as thumb or pinch pots, to coil pots.  Then they will explore 
the work of ceramicist Grayson Perry, who uses these ancient techniques in 
his work today.  Throughout the unit the children will create a variety of pots 
and vessels. 
 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 

 
Knowledge of art and artists 

 

• To know that Grayson Perry is a ceramicist who uses ancient vessel making 
techniques today. 
 

Skills 

• To manipulate a range of modelling materials using simple tools safely. 

• To know how to work with clay to make it pliable.  

• To use a range of techniques such as kneading, rolling, coiling, pinching and 
impressing to create simple pots. 

• To understand factors which add strength to a clay vessel. 
 

Evaluating and Analysing 

• To confidently explain their ideas and opinions about their own and other’s 
artwork, giving reasons.  

 
Sketchbook 

• To use sketchbooks as a place to refine planning skills, recording ideas 
and responses to artwork. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Mad Makers and Potty Potters EY 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques. 

• Use what they have learnt about media and materials in 
original ways, thinking about uses and purposes.  

• Represent ideas and thoughts by experimenting with design, 
texture, form and function and design. 

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales 

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

Does the shape of the vessel tell 
you what it could have been used 

for in ancient times? 
 

KS2 
 

• Plan and make a raised relief design. 

• Create and use templates to transfer designs. 

• Use armatures and base plinths to strength and stabilise 
pieces of work. 

• Apply different mediums to complete clay pieces including 
slip, glaze, polish and paint. 

 
Context: St. Cuthbert’s Cross, Gods & Monsters, Ancient Maya 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

What tools could be used to 
create this piece of work? 

How does the shape 
affect the stability of this 

piece of work? 

Links to Future Learning 

Can you recognise the 
techniques for decorating 

this piece of work? 

KS1 
 

• Manipulate and assemble materials to create a free-standing 
structure.  

• Use a range of techniques such as kneading, rolling, coiling, 
pinching and impressing to shape clay. 

• Apply texture and patterns using tools and embellishments. 
 

Context: The Shape of Things, Incredible Spaces 
 



 

Mad Makers and Potty Potters 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Base The lowest edge of an object upon which it rests or is 
supported. 

Ceramic Art made from pottery. 
Coil pot A vessel made from coils of clay rolled into circles and place 

them one on top of the other.  
Knead To roll and fold clay to make it pliable. 
Pinch Pot A basic vessel made by pinching clay between the forefinger 

and thumb. 
Pinching The squeeze an object between the forefinger and the 

thumb. 

Pliable A substance that can be easily shaped. 

Slip A loose liquid mix of clay and water used like glue on pottery.  

Stable/Stability Not easily turned over. 
Symmetrical The same on either side. 

Thumb pot A basic vessel made using thumb and forefinger. 

 

 

 
 

Grayson Perry 
Grayson Perry is an artist who creates pottery and 
tapestries which are often bright and colourful.  He 
uses an ancient technique called coiling to create his 
ceramic pots and decorates them with coloured slip.  

Slip 
Slip is a runny mixture of clay and 
water.  It can be used as a kind of glue 
to join piece of clay together.  It can also 
be used to smooth the surface of clay, 
covering cracks and strengthening the 
overall design. 

Scrape cross hatching at the 
top edges of the base. 

Roll cylinders of clay evenly, 
smoothing any lumps. 

Scrape cross hatching along 
one side of the coil. 

Place the scored coil onto 
the scored edge of the 

base. 

Add slip to the 
crosshatching on the base. 

Decorate the final coil 
adding a slip to join. 

Repeat coiling and scoring 
adding slip to each join. 

Gently pinch and flatten the 
clay, rotating as you work. 

How to make a coil pot 


