
Overview 

 
From Ancient Egyptian art tells a great deal about how they lived. From it, we 
can learn what they looked like, what kind of clothes they wore and what they 
considered important. In this unit the children will look at the stylized figures 
commonly depicted in Egyptian artefacts and use these to investigate 
perspective, scale and self-portraits. 
 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 

 
Knowledge of art and artists 

• To know that in Egyptian art all figures were drawn to the same 
proportions, so they all look alike.  

• To know that the size of figures in each scene reflected their level of 
importance in Egyptian society. 
 

Skills 

• To experiment with perspective to portray an image in the style of ancient 
Egyptian art. 

• To recognise how scale affects composition. 

• To use observational drawing skills to draw from primary or secondary 
sources. 

• To create a self-portrait from a secondary source such as a photograph. 

• To use filters on a digital device to best capture an image. 
 

 
Evaluating and Analysing 

• To evaluate work regularly and independently during the planning and 
creating process. 

 
Sketchbook 

• To use sketchbooks purposefully to improve understanding, develop ideas 
and plan for an outcome. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ancient Egyptians 
Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS2 
 

• Understand how to use guidelines to support scale, proportion 
and perspective when sketching.  

• Use line and shape to represent figures in motion and facial 
expressions. 

• Apply a range of patterns and techniques including use of 
different mediums to create texture and shade.  

• Sketch a simple view in perspective using a single focal point. 
 

Context: In a Galaxy Far, Far Away, People and Places 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

Is the perspective 
unusual in this piece of 

work? 

Is the scale important in 
this piece of art? 

Links to Future Learning 

What do we know 
about the artist after 
viewing this artwork? 

EY 
 

• Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use 
these shapes to represent objects. 

• Draw with increasing complexity, such as representing a face 
with a circle, including details. 

• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales 

 

KS1 
 

• Use curved and geometric shapes to create a portrait.  

• Sketch different types of lines –thick, thin, broken, zigzag.  

• Apply different pressures to drawing implements to achieve 
tonal effects, including smudging and blending. 

 
Context: Take a Line for a Walk, Famous Faces 

 

KS2 
 

• Refine observational drawing skills to draw from primary sources. 

• Apply a range of patterns and techniques including the use of 
different mediums to achieve texture and shade.  

• Create portraits and simple figures in motion. 
 

Context: Matchstick Men 
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Composition The arrangement of elements within a work of art with the 
goal of producing a piece which is balanced and pleasing. 

Cross - hatching Multiple lines perpendicular to each other. 
Observational 
Drawing 

To draw what can be seen. 

Perspective How objects are represented in an image. 
Profile The side view of an object. 

Proportion The relationship between the different elements in the piece. 
Scale The size and relationship between the elements in a piece. 

Self portrait A portrait of the artist, drawn by the artist. 

Two 
dimensional 

Having only height and width, no depth. 

Viewpoint The place from which the viewer is looking at the scene. 

Canon of Proportions 
 
Ancient Egyptian paintings always represented 
people in a two-dimensional style.  
 
Egyptian figures were painted to tell a story, so they 
are portrayed in a twisted, almost abstract 
perspective to show multiple viewpoints of the body 
all at once. The head is in profile, but the eye is not.  
The torso is shown from the front whilst the arms and 
legs are shown from the side. This is called twisted 
perspective. 
 

Colour Wheel 

All figures were drawn to the same 
proportions, so they all look alike. However, 
the size of the figures in each scene reflected 
their importance in society. 
 
Women were portrayed as having a lighter 
skin tone with both feet together. Whereas, 
men were showed as having darker skin with 
their left foot stepped forward. 

To accurately draw what you can 
see, first take a look at the whole 
object. Then ask: 
 

• What is the overall shape? 

• Is it made up of different 
shapes? 

• Which parts are the most 
interesting?  

• Which details are the most 
important? 

Observational Drawing 


