
Overview 

 
In this unit of work, children will investigate the work of designer and artist 
William Morris. They will look at the common themes within his designs 
including use of colour and elements from the natural world. The children will 
then explore how to create a simple motif, which can then be repeated into a 
larger design or print. 
 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 

 
Knowledge of art and artists 

• To know that William Morris was an artist and designer, is very famous for 
his tapestries and highly patterned wallpaper. 

 
Skills 

• To experiment with light short sketch marks to begin to build up fine detail 
on a sketch. 

• To know that a pattern is made from a motif which can be repeated to form 
designs. 

• To know that motifs in a pattern are laid out in a grid and can be rotated 
or reflected to create differing visuals effects. 

• To design a pattern made up from motifs and recreate a simple repeated 
print. 
 

Evaluating and Analysing 

• To discuss the processes used by themselves and by other artists, and 
describe the particular outcome achieved. 
 

Sketchbook 
• To confidently use sketchbooks for recording observations and research, 

testing materials and working towards an outcome independently. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Patterns and Prints 
Activate Prior Knowledge 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

What does this piece 
tell us about the 

people it was created 
for? 

Has the artist used a 
specific colour palette, if 

so, why? 

What patterns can you see 
in this piece of work? 

Links to Future Learning 

EY 
 

• Use a range of small tools, including paint brushes. 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with colour and design. 

• Explore colour and colour mixing. 

• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales 

 KS1 
 

• Apply a range of techniques to create hard and soft lines, 
smudges and blending.  

• Create a relief print. 

• Explore colour mixing to create secondary and complimentary 
colours. 

• Understand how to create tone, shades and tints of colour. 

• Create the look of depth and movement by using tones of the 
same colour. 

 
Context: Dots, Faraway Lands 

 

KS2 
 

• Explore light and dark within an image by using tints and shades. 

• Apply a range of patterns and techniques including use of 
different mediums to create texture and shadow. 

• Create a repeated image using stencils or templates. 

• Combine layering and mixed media to add fine detail.  
 

Context: Who were the First Artists? Modern Nature 

KS2 
 

• Refine observational drawing skills to draw from secondary or 
primary sources, adding shading and colour to create depth and 
tone.  

• Use software to alter an image and create work with meaning. 
 

Context: Street Art 



Patterns and Prints 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Grid lines A lightly draw grid which forms a guide. 

Horizontal Line A line parallel to the ground. 
Layering To add techniques over each other. 
Motif A design which can be repeated to form a pattern. 

Observational 
Drawing 

To draw what can be seen. 

Raised Relief An object with a raised design on it. 

Reflected 
pattern 

A reflected motif creating a pattern. 

Repeated 
pattern 

A motif repeated along vertical and horizontal lines. 

Rotated pattern A pattern where the motif is repeatedly rotated to the same 
angle. 

Shade To add black to an image to create darker areas. 

Tone The lightness or darkness of a colour. 

Transfer To move an image from one place to another. 
Vertical Line A line running from top to bottom. 

              William Morris  
 
William Morris was an artist and one of the 
most influential designers of the 19th century. 
His work in decorative arts included book 
design, furniture, stained glass windows, tiles, 
tapestries, textiles and wallpaper. He had a love 
of nature and was inspired by the environment.  

His wallpapers were printed by hand, using carved 
woodblocks loaded with natural, mineral - based dyes, and 
pressed down with the aid of a foot - operated weight. Each 
design was made by carefully lining up and printing the 
woodblock motifs again and again to create a seamless 
repeat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Printing Patterns 

 

Repeat pattern – motifs are repeated  
along vertical and horizontal lines. 

 

 

 

Reflection pattern – motifs are 

reflected along one line of symmetry. 

This creates a symmetrical pattern. 

 

 
 

Rotational pattern – motifs around 
rotated around a single point. 
 

 

Did you know that you can see the William Morris tapestry 
The Adoration of the Magi in St. Andrew’s Church, Roker, 
Sunderland? 


