
Overview 
 
In this unit of work, the children will use their knowledge of physical geography 
and topographical features to deepen their understanding of coastlines, and how 
they are an ever-changing landscape within in our world due to rising sea levels, 
waves, tides and water current. They will develop the understanding that not all 
coasts look the same, but many will have similar features. They will use digital 
mapping software to locate our local coastline, as well as another well-known 
coastline in our country and will compare and contrast their similarities and 
differences. Children will also develop their fieldwork skills by gathering both 
qualitative and quantitative data to gain a balanced view of an area. 
 

Essential Knowledge 
Locational Knowledge 

• To locate our local coastline, and the Whitby coastline on a map.  
• To locate the Whitby Coastline on a map.  
• To know that a coastline is defined as where the land meets the sea.  

 
Place Knowledge 

 
• To understand why people visit coastlines. E.g., tourism. 
• To be able to describe the landscape of the Whitby Coastline. 
• To understand and describe how the process of erosion can cause changes to a coastline 

over time.  
 

Human and Physical Geography 
 

• To understand the physical geography of a coastline, and the natural processes which 
happen to change the landscape over time.  

• To understand the human geography of tourism within coastal areas.  

Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

• To use physical maps, as well as digital mapping software to locate coastlines within the 
UK.  

• To gather both qualitative and quantitative data to give a balanced view of an area. 
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EY 
• Recognise some environments are different from which they live drawing on 

their own experiences, simple maps (Under the Sea, Dinosaurs, Transport)  
• Recognise similarities and differences between the natural world around them 

and contrasting environments (Autumn, Winter, Minibeasts)  
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in 

different countries drawing on their own experiences, e.g. festivals around the 
world. 

Context: New Beginnings, People who help us, Where is my place in the world? 
 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
• Use symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps), to build 

their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world;  
• Identifying hot and cold areas of our world.  
• Use digital mapping software to locate local areas, and areas in other 

countries.  
• Understand human and physical features, and how to identify them. 
• Compare how human and physical features of my area have changed over 

time. 
             Context: My City, United Kingdom, Shanghai v Durham, Continents & Oceans. 

 

How can living close to or on the 
coastline affect people’s lives?   

Why do coastlines change because 
of tide and erosion? 

 

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, Africa (Egypt), Climate 
Change) 

• Location of countries continents, oceans, equator, rivers, 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land use patterns (Egypt) 

KS2 
• Use four-figure grid references to communicate knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world 
• Understand topographical features of the UK including rivers, and how they 

are formed.  
• Use ordnance survey, and digital mapping software to gather information 

about a local area.  
• Understanding of climate change and how it is affecting our world. 

 
           Context: Rivers, St Bede’s Way, Arctic Climates and endangered species 

 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

• Understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and      
change landscapes, environments and the climate  
• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human features 
using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies; 
• Use the eight points of a compass, six -figure grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the wider world 

What is a coastline? What 
physical geography is present 

in a coastline?  
 

What is the cause of coastline 
changes over time? 

 

Links to Future Learning  
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Bay an indentation of a shoreline. Usually of softer rock 
Beach a landform by the sea. usually sand and/or rock 
Cliff a vertical or near vertical rock feature, usually on the coast 
Coast the region where land meets sea 
Dock A structure for handling boats, ships and their cargo. 
Dune A hill or ridge made from sand built by the wind. 
Erosion A process where the surface of the earth is worn away, e.g., wind, rain, 

waves 
Estuary where the mouth of the river broadens as it meets the sea. 
Harbour A sheltered port where boats can dock. 
Headland Promontory of land jutting into the sea. Usually of harder rock. 
Pier A structure built on posts that extends out to sea 
Port A place where ships load or unload. 
Promenade A public walk by the seaside. 
Sand Five particles of rocks and stones. 
Tide The periodic rise and fall of the sea caused by the movement of the 

moon and sun. 
Tourism A worldwide industry based on travel for leisure, pleasure, business and 

other reasons that provides information, amenities, attractions and 
accommodation etc. 

What is a coastline?  
 
Coastlines are an ever-changing landscape where 
the land meets the sea. It is the line which forms 
the boundary between the land and the 
sea/ocean. Often a coastline may be known as 
the shoreline or seashore. Waves, tides and water 
current are what help to create a coastline 
through wearing away at the land.  



 


