
Overview 
 
In this unit of work, children will use their prior knowledge of England and United 
Kingdom to further broaden their understanding of place and locational 
knowledge across the world by being able to name and locate the world’s 
continents and oceans. They will discuss human and physical features and outline 
how they often differ between continents. Furthermore, they will work to gather 
qualitative data of other places in our world through sound and digital mapping 
software.    
 

Essential Knowledge 
Locational Knowledge 

• To understand that our world is made up of 7 continents and 5 oceans.  
• To locate and name all 7 continents, and 5 oceans.  

 

Place Knowledge 
• To be able to order the 7 continents by both land mass and population; and the 5 oceans 

by surface coverage.   
• To understand that many species, both plants and animals, are native to certain 

continents.  
• To use sound mapping software to gather thoughts and feelings about other areas in our 

world.  

 
Human and Physical Geography 

• To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to the physical features which can be found 
across the world’s continents.  

• To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to human features which can be found across 
the world’s continents (including landmarks). 

• To compare and contrast continents based upon their human and physical features.  

Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

• To use geographical language to ask simple geographical questions. 
• To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human 

and physical features across the world’s 7 continents.  
• To carry out environmental surveys for qualitative data collection. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Continents and oceans  EY 
• Making sense of their own surroundings.  
• Comment on images of my immediate surroundings.  
• Know some similarities and differences between things I can see around 

me when at home or at school.  
• Understand how what I see around me changes as the seasons change.   

 
Context: New Beginnings, People who help us, Where is my place in the world? 

 
 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

                                                                    KS1 
 

• Use symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps), to 
build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world;  

• Use fieldwork to observe and present the human and physical features in 
the local area using sketch maps, plans and digital technologies;  

• Use digital mapping software to locate local areas, and areas in other 
countries.  

• Understand human and physical features, and how to identify them. 
• To compare or contrast two contrasting cities, one local and one non-

European. 

Can you name species 
that are native to each 

continent? 
 
 

 

KS2 
• Human and physical geography (UK, South & Central America, the Arctic, 

Climate Change) 
• Location of lines of latitude and longitude, tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 

land use patterns (Central America) 
• To understand time zones and seasonal change across the world. 
• Location of the equator, and how it is used to split our country into two 

hemispheres.  
• Understanding of polar regions, and which continents and countries they span 

across.  

Hook 
into a 
Book 

What is a continent? What is 
an ocean? 

 
How many continents and 

oceans is planet Earth made 
up of? 

Can you name and locate 
the world’s 7 continents? 

Can you name and locate 
the world’s 5 oceans? 

 
 

Links to Future Learning  



Continents and oceans  
 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ocean A very large expanse of water. 
Equator A line notionally drawn on the earth equidistant from the 

poles, dividing the earth into northern and southern 
hemispheres. 

Continent A continuous expanse of land made up of countries. 
Population The inhabitants of a particular place. 
Land mass The size of a piece of land. 
Surrounding All around a particular place or thing. 
World The earth, together with all its countries and people. 
Native A species born in or associated with a specified place. 
Species A kind or a sort. 
Map  A diagram that represents an area of land or sea. 
Map key Explains the symbols or colours used on a map. 
Human 
features 

Features of land that have been impacted by human 
activity. 

Physical 
features 

Natural features of the land. 

Location A particular place or position. 

What is a continent?  
 
A continent is a large continuous expanse of land, which 
is usually a large, solid area of land. Sometimes part of a 
continent are separate from the main expanse of land but 

are still categorised as part of that continents. On the 
other hand, sometimes two continents can be on the same 
solid area of land, such as Europe and Asia. The largest 
continent is Asia, and the smallest Oceania/Australasia. 

Native Species 
 
A native specie is a living plant, or 
animal which is found within a certain 
ecosystem or continent due to natural 
distribution and adaptations. A living 
thing can only be classed as a native 
specie if no human intervention has 
been carried out to influence its habitat. 
Sometimes native species are known as 
indigenous or endemic to an area.  



 


