
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

My city – Sunderland. EY 
• Making sense of their own surroundings.  
• Comment on images of my immediate surroundings.  
• Know some similarities and differences between things I can see around me 

when at home or at school.  

Context: New Beginnings, People who help us, Where is my place in the world?  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
• Use digital mapping software to locate my house, our city, our 

capital city.  
• Understanding human and physical features. 
• Sorting human and physical features of my local area. 
• Compare how human and physical features of my area have 

changed over time. 
• Understanding that locations such as my house or school have an 

address. 
 

         Context: Human and physical features (My street, my school, my area) 

What language is important 
when giving someone a 

route to take? 
Which map symbols might we 

require on a map of Sunderland? 

Overview 
 
In this unit of work, the children will develop an understanding of their city of 
Sunderland. They will use their prior knowledge of their understanding of human and 
physical features, to be able to identify a range of them within their city. They will 
further develop their geographical fieldwork skills by looking at basic maps of 
Sunderland and be able to locate well known places e.g., Roker Beach, The Stadium of 
Light and Penshaw Monument. Children will draw their own simple maps for a small 
area in Sunderland and will construct basic symbols in a key.  

 

Essential Knowledge 
 
Locational Knowledge 

• To name and locate my city of Sunderland on a map. 
• To know that my Sunderland is a city in the North East of England.   

Place Knowledge 

• To use geographical vocabulary to discuss maps of Sunderland, both past and 
present. 

• To use directional language to explain the position of my city in relation to 
other towns and cities in the area.   

Human and Physical Geography  

• To identify human and physical geography in my home city of Sunderland. 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

• To add basic symbols to a map of Sunderland, and construct a key. 
• To draw a simple map for a small area of Sunderland 
• To carry out environmental surveys as a form of data collection. 
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Hook 
into a 
Book 

Year 2/LKS2 
 

• Using compass directions and an understanding of scale when drawing 
a simple map. 

• Understanding that cities are within countries, and that our country is 
within a group of countries called the United Kingdom. 

• Understanding that our world is made up of 7 continents, and 5 
oceans.  

• Using digital mapping software to compare cities in different countries. 
  

 Context: Rivers, My City (Sunderland), My Capital City (London), Continents and Oceans.  

Do you think your data 
collection will be the same for 

everyone you interview?   

Why is Sunderland a city and not 
a town?  

Can you name physical 
features that can be found 
in our city of Sunderland? 

 

Can you name human 
features that can be found in 

our city of Sunderland? 

Links to Future Learning  



My city – Sunderland. 
 

 

City A large town. Sunderland is a city. 
Town A large group of houses, shops and buildings where 

people live and work. Towns are larger than villages but 
smaller than cities. Washington is a town. 

Beach  A beach is a strip of land that borders an ocean, river or 
lake.  

Village A small group of houses, perhaps with a few shops. 
Whitburn is a village. 

Harbour  A sheltered port so that boats can be left there safely. 
Human features  Features of land that have been impacted by human activity 
Physical features  Natural features of land 
Port  A harbour area where ships load and unload goods or 

passengers 
River  A large, natural stream of fresh water that flows into the 

sea or a lake 
Shop  A building where products are sold 
Train station  A place on a railway line where trains stop for people to get 

on and off trains. 

Harbour  
 
A harbour is a place on the coast where ships may moor or 
shelter for differing amounts of time. A harbour usually has 
walls, piers, jetties or other artificial structures that prevent 
rough water from reaching the moored boats or ships. 
Harbour usually have man-made ports built within them. 

City vs. Town 
 
A city is a place where many people live. They 
usually have systems of houses with a population 
larger than 100,000. In cities, you can often find 
museums, parks, stadiums, offices and shops. They 
also often have a large transportation system. A 
town is a medium sized settlement, usually 
between 1000 and 100,000 people. Towns 
usually have smaller buildings and are not as bust 
as a city.  
 
  

Human and physical features  
  



 


