
Overview 
 
In this unit of work, the children will begin by using their geographical knowledge of our world’s 
hemispheres, to build a geographical understanding of time zones through the understanding 
of meridians. From this, children will then delve into their learning on Southern Mexico, and 
Northern Central America. They will look closely into the physical geography and topographical 
features of the land, comparing current day land usage to how to was used during the Mayan 
civilisation. They will also look into the development of tourism across the areas, in sites such 
as Chichen Itza, a Mayan temple thought to be one of the World’s seven Wonders.  
 

Essential Knowledge 
Locational Knowledge 

• To use digital mapping software, and world maps to locate Southern Mexico and Northern 
Central America using 6 and 8 figure grid references.  

• To discuss the location of these areas in relation to the Prime Meridian, hemispheres, tropics and 
longitude and latitudinal lines.  
 

Place Knowledge 
 

• To know that theses areas have a heavy footfall of tourism, and to know how this benefits the 
area and people in it.  

• To know that our world is made up of time zones that are divided up with imaginary lines called 
meridians. 
 

Human and Physical Geography 
 

• To locate and describe the key topographical features of this area, such as; rainforests, savannas, 
swamps, semi-arid plateaus and semi-alpine peaks.  

• To describe and understand the key elements of human geography in these areas. E.g. landmarks 
and their tourism.  

• Discuss both the positive and negative impact of tourism.  

Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

• To use graphs and tables to present both quantitative and qualitative data in relation to the 
tourism of an area.  

• To compare and contrast maps of past and present as a way of determining how land use has 
changed between now and the Mayan civilization,.  

• To use the eight points of a compass, six figure grid references, symbols and a key to draw a 
small cross-section of the area.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Southern Mexico and Northern Central America 
(Mayan civilisation links) 
 
 

EY 
• Recognise some environments are different from which they live drawing on 

their own experiences, simple maps (Under the Sea, Dinosaurs, Transport)  
• Recognise similarities and differences between the natural world around them 

and contrasting environments. 
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in 

different countries drawing on their own experiences, e.g. festivals around the 
world. 
Context: New Beginnings, People who help us, Where is my place in the world? 

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
• Use symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps), to 

build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world;  
• Identifying hot and cold areas of our world.  
• Use digital mapping software to locate local areas, and areas in other 

countries.  
• Understand human and physical features, and how to identify them. 
• Compare life in my local area, to life in other parts of the world.  

 
Context: My City, United Kingdom, Continents & Oceans. 

 

From your gathering of 
data, what are your 

opinions on the land use 
during WWII? 

 

Have the topographical features of 
the land changed since Mayan 

civilisation?  

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, Africa (Egypt), Climate 
Change) 

• Location of countries continents, oceans, equator, rivers, 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land use patterns (Egypt) 

KS2 
• Use six-figure grid references to communicate knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world 
• Use the 8 points of a compass to read lines of longitude and latitude. 
• Understand the hemispheres of the world and the position of the equator. 
• Using ordnance survey, and digital mapping software to gather information 

about a local area.  
• Understanding how the lay of the land can change over time either by 

natural causes or by humans. 
Context: Rivers, Mountain ranges and Natural disasters, Coastlines, Island of Lindisfarne. 
 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

• Understand further how the past history of our planet has 
affected the geography of our world today. 

• Use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view, analyse 
and interpret places and data 

• Use fieldwork in contrasting locations to collect, analyse and 
draw conclusions from geographical data, using multiple sources 
of increasingly complex information 

Can you identify the position of 
Southern Mexico and central 

America?  

What is a meridian? Why has 
our world been split this way?  

Links to Future Learning  
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Highlands An area of high or mountainous lands.  
Lowlands A low-lying part of the country.  
Gulf A deep inlet of the sea almost surrounded by land, with a narrow mouth.  
Borders A line separating two countries. 
Civilisation The stage of human social and cultural development and organisation that is 

considered most advanced.  
Savannas A grassy plain in tropical and subtropical regions, with few trees. 
Highland plateaus  An area of level high ground. 
Swamps An area of low-lying, uncultivated ground where water collects, a bog or 

marsh.  
Semi-Alpine Peaks High mountains connected with the use of mountaineering in glaciated 

mountain areas.  
Landscapes All the visible features of an area of land, often considered in terms of their 

aesthetic appeal. 
Diversity A range of different things. 
Wildlife Wild animals collectively, the native fauna of a region. 
Plants A living organism of the kind exemplified by trees, shrubs, herbs, grasses, 

ferns, and mosses, typically growing in a permanent site, absorbing water 
and inorganic substances through its roots, and synthesizing nutrients in its 
leaves by photosynthesis using the green pigment chlorophyll. 

Architecture The art or practice of designing and constructing buildings. 
Peninsulas A piece of land almost surrounded by water, or projecting out into a body of 

water. 
Metals A solid material which is typically hard, shiny, malleable, fusible with good 

electrical and thermal conductivity.  
Minerals A solid, naturally occurring inorganic substance.  
Trade goods A raw material or product that is bought and sold commercially in large 

quantities.  

Chichén Itzá 
 

Chichén Itzá was a large pre-Colombian city which is believed to 
have been built around 550BC by the Mayan civilisation. Today 
it is an archaeological site, which is considered as one of the Seven 
Wonders of the World. It is located in the Yucatan state within 
the country of Mexico. Within the site there is a wide range of 
architectural styles, this is thought to be because of the diverse 
population within the city during the Mayan times. Within the 
site, its most iconic structure is the El Castillo Pyramid, which 
dates between 1050 and 1300BC. Today it is one of the most 
visited tourist attractions within Central America, there is thought 
to be around two million visitors every year.  
 

The meridians are imaginary lines, often known as 
longitude lines, that split up the Earth into its many 
time zones. The prime meridian runs from the North 
to South Pole, splitting the Earth into it’s western and 
eastern hemispheres. Countries to the west of the UK 
are behind the time in the UK, whilst those countries 
to the east are always ahead of the UK. 
 


