The Expansion of the Roman Empire: Settlements
(human features) and Land use (physical features)

Overview

In this unit of work, the children will combine their historical understanding of the Roman
Empire to support them in understanding how the Romans effectively used land and
other natural defences to expand their empire. They will use a range of maps from both
then, and now to compare how the land has changed over time, taking into account
both the human and physical geography. In addition, they will look at how the land
was used effectively, in regards to transportation links, running water and sewerage,
which we have since taken and adapted into our everyday modern world.

Essential Knowledge

Locational Knowledge

* To use maps, atlases and digital software to locate the Roman Empire, locating the
modern days countries which they conquered.
* To discuss and understand that some countries had different names to those used today.

Place Knowledge

* To know that the town settlement was first built by the Romans.

* To describe land use patterns during the Roman era.

* To be aware of the wide range of Roman architecture that can still be seen around across
the UK and Europe.

Human and Physical Geography

¢ To understand how the Roman’s used the land’s natural defences (physical geography) to
map out the boundaries of their empire.

* To identify and locate human geography built by the Roman Empire across the UK and
other areas of Europe. E.g. colosseum, aqueducts, Hadrian’s Wall.

Geography Skills and Fieldwork

* To compare and contrast maps of Roman towns, to the same current day towns that have
been developed and expanded for the modern world.

* To draw a small cross-section of Hadrian’s wall adding scale, compass directions, a key
and symbols.

Which modern day countries
were conquered by the

What topographical/physical
features of the land would
have caused an obstruction

Roman Emplre?

J‘or the Romans?
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Activate Prior Knowled

EY
Making sense of their own surroundings.
Comment on images of my immediate surroundings.
Know some similarities and differences between things I can see
around me when at home or at school.
Understand how what I see around me changes as the seasons
change.

e

Context: New Beginnings, People who help us, Where is my place in the world?

KS1
Use symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps), to build
their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world;
Use fieldwork to observe and present the human and physical features in the
local area using sketch maps, plans and digital technologies;
Use digital mapping software to locate local areas, and areas in other countries.
Understand human and physical features, and how to identify them.
Compare how human and physical features of my area have changed over
time.

KS2
Use four-figure grid references to communicate knowledge of the United
Kingdom and the wider world
Understand topographical features of the UK including rivers, and
how they are formed.
Use ordnance survey, and digital mapping software to gather
information about a local area.
Carry out geography fieldwork exercises, such as transects and
measuring water depth.

Links to Future Learning

* Analyse and give views on the effectiveness of different
geographical representations of a location.

* Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human
features using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and
graphs, and digital technologies;

* Use the eight points of a compass, six -figure grid references,
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to
build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world

What human features
developed by the Romans
are still in use, or can be

What trade and trade links did the
Romans develop from land use?

seen to this day?

T wmm T

\

\
\ N




4
. . /
The Expansion of the Roman Empire: Settlements ’
(human features) and Land use (physical features) , ) N
' ?/ A UMFRIESSHIR ‘-‘j L Ashnng;?i%géﬂ; OA“”“‘"
) Lochmabeno A Langholm Q) i \\.\“‘W Morpem ‘ aed‘nn tonBMhO 10 miles
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Shallow Of very little depth. sy
Architecture The art or practice of designing and constructing buildings.
Town A built-up area with a name, defined boundary and local I
government that is generally smaller than a city. I
Road A wide way leading from one place to another, especially one I
with a specially prepared surface suitable for vehicles to use. I
Congquering To overcome or take control by military force. i
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