
Overview 
 
In this unit of work, the children will use their knowledge of physical geography 
and topographical features of our world to investigate the Islands of Lindisfarne. 
Children will use their prior knowledge of biodiversity when looking into the rare 
plant species which inhabit the island, as well as the rich wildlife habitats, 
particularly for birds. Children will use digital mapping software to locate the 
Island of Lindisfarne and will carry out hands on fieldwork activities to further 
develop their knowledge and understanding of the area, whilst gathering thoughts 
and opinions of others through qualitative and quantitative data capture.   
 

Essential Knowledge 
Locational Knowledge 

• To locate and plot the position of Lindisfarne on a map using six-figure grid reference.   
• To describe the location of the Island of Lindisfarne using geographical language. 

 
Place Knowledge 

 
• To know that Lindisfarne is a tidal island.   
• To know that Lindisfarne has a low population of inhabitants, but a high influx of tourists every 

year.    
 

Human and Physical Geography 
 

• To understand that the world’s physical geography e.g. tidal movements have caused the creation 
of Lindisfarne.  

• To identify human and physical features of Lindisfarne.   
• To discuss the biodiversity of the area, both plants and animals.   

Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

• To collect both quantitative and qualitative data as a way of capturing thoughts and opinions of 
geographical landscapes. 

• To use graphs and tables to present quantitative data in order to answers questions and discuss 
the climate of an area.  

• To analyse statistics and information from other geographical sources to draw clear conclusions 
and give opinions.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Island of Lindisfarne 
 
 

EY 
• Recognise some environments are different from which they live drawing on their own 

experiences, simple maps (Under the Sea, Dinosaurs, Transport)  
• Recognise similarities and differences between the natural world around them and 

contrasting environments (Autumn, Winter, Minibeasts)  
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in different 

countries drawing on their own experiences, e.g. festivals around the world. 
 

Context: New Beginnings, People who help us, where is my place in the world? 
 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
• Use symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps), to 

build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world;  
• Identifying countries of the UK and discussing their position on a map.  
• Use digital mapping software to locate local areas, and areas in other 

countries.  
• Understand human and physical features, and how to identify them. 

  
 

Context: My City, United Kingdom, Shanghai v Durham, Continents & Oceans. 

 

What is deforestation? 
How can we as humans 

prevent this from 
happening? 

 

What rich and biodiverse 
wildlife can be found here? 

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, Africa (Egypt), Climate 
Change) 

• Location of countries continents, oceans, equator, rivers, 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land use patterns (Egypt) 

KS2 
• Use four-figure grid references to communicate knowledge of the United Kingdom 

and the wider world 
• Use the 8 points of a compass to read lines of longitude and latitude. 
• Understand the importance of biodiversity, and why we should work to protect it. 
• Use ordnance survey, and digital mapping software to gather information about a 

local area.  
• Understand climate change and how it is affecting our world. 

 
Context: Rivers, St Bede’s Way, Arctic Climates and endangered species, Mountain 

ranges and Natural disasters, Coastlines. 
 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

• Understand how human and physical processes interact to 
influence, and change landscapes, environments and the 
climate. 

• Use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view, analyse 
and interpret places and data 

• Use fieldwork in contrasting locations to collect, analyse and 
draw conclusions from geographical data, using multiple 
sources of increasingly complex information 

Whereabouts in our country is the Island 
of Lindisfarne situated? Can you describe 

their location using geographical 
language?  

 

What is a tidal island? 
How can they be accessed 

safely?  

Links to Future Learning  
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Island A piece of land surrounded by water. 
Coast The part of the land adjoining or near the sea. 
Tidal Island A tidal island is a piece of land that is connected to the mainland by a 

natural or man-made causeway that is exposed at low high and 
submerged at high tide.  

Castle A large building, typically of the medieval period, fortified against 
attack with thick walls, battlements, towers and in many cases a moat. 

Acres A unit of land area equal to 4,840 square miles. 
Tide The alternate rising and falling of the sea, usually twice in each lunar 

day at a particular place, due to the attraction of the moon and sun. 
High tide The state of the tide when at its highest level. 
Mainland A large continuous extent of land that includes the greater part of a 

country or territory, as opposed to offshore islands and detached 
territories. 

Low tide The state of tide when at its lowest level. 
Mud flats A stretch of muddy land left uncovered at low tide. 
Causeway A raised road or track across low or wet ground. 
Lighthouse A tower or structure containing a beacon of light to warm or guide 

ships at sea. 
Tide table A table indicating the times of high and low tides at a place.  
Grid reference A map reference indicating a location in terms of a series of vertical and 

horizontal grid lines identified by numbers or letters. 
Priory A small monastery or nunnery that is governed by a prior or prioress. 
Monastery  A building or buildings occupied by a community of monks living under 

religious vows. 

What is Lindisfarne? 
Lindisfarne, which is also known as Holy Island, is a tidal island which is situated 
off the north-east coast of England. The area itself comprises a range of coastal 
habitats, including rocky shores, sand dunes, saltmarshes and mud-flats.  
 

What is a tidal island? 
A tidal island is a raised area of land within a body of water, which is connected 
to a larger land mass due to a natural causeway. Depending upon tidal times, 
the causeway is either exposed or submerged.  
 

What is a causeway? 
A causeway is a track, road or railway on the upper point of an 
embankment across ‘a low, or wet place, or piece of water’  It can be 
constructed of earth, masonry, wood, or concrete. 



 


