
Overview 

 
Pupils will continue to develop their chronological awareness, whilst 
investigating why the Anglo Saxons invaded Britain and how the British 
reacted to the invasion. They will learn how the Anglo Saxons changed the 
way people lived their lives and how archaeological evidence is used to 
reconstruct the lives of the Anglo Saxons. Pupils will compare religious 
beliefs between different periods.  
 

 

Essential Knowledge 

 
Invasion and Rebellion 

  

• To know when and why the Saxons, Jutes, Angles and Scots invaded 
Britain. 

• To know that the British rebelled against the Anglo Saxons. 

Civilisation 

• To know how Britain changed after the arrival of the Saxons, Jutes, Angles 
and Scots. 

• To know the significance of Sutton Hoo.  

• To know why Offa of Mercia was significant and what he can tell us about 
Anglo Saxon life.  

Religion 

• To know about paganism and the introduction of Christianity in Britain. 

• To compare the beliefs in different cultures, times and groups. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 

 
  

  
 
  
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

Links to Future Learning KS2 
 

• Invasion & Rebellion - Ancient Greece, WWII 

• Civilisation -  Ancient Greece, Ancient Egypt, The Maya , Civil 
Rights, WWII 

• Religion – St Hilda, St Aidan , St Oswald, Ancient Greece, The Maya 

• Chronological narrative 
 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons 
and Scots.    

When did the Anglo 
Saxons invade Britain? 

 

Why did the Anglo Saxons 
invade Britain? 

 

EY 

• Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of 
family members. 

•  Order and sequence familiar events. 

• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past 

and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 

class 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this 

world, Growing  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
 

• Civilisation – Great Fire of London, Florence Nightingale & Edith Cavell 

• Civilisation – Rosa Parks, Emily Davison, The Royal Family  

• Religion – St Cuthbert 
 

What was life like during the 
Anglo Saxon period? 

 
 

Hook 

into a 

Book 

What happened during the 
period of Anglo Saxon Britain? 

 
 

KS2 
 

• Civilisation – Stone Age to Iron Age, Hylton Castle, Roman Empire in 
Britain 

• Invasion and Rebellion – The Roman Empire in Britain 

• Religion – St Bede 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Angles Tribes from modern day Denmark 

Pagan A person holding religious beliefs other than those of the main world religions. Someone who 

believes in many Gods.  

Picts Tribes originally from Scotland who were ‘foul’ and has a ‘lust for blood.’ 

Saxons German – Dutch tribes who settled in Britain from around 450AD 

Scots People from Ireland who like the Picts, were fierce and powerful fighters.  

Settle  To live and take up residence. 

Warrior A brave or experienced soldier or fighter. 

Invaders A person or group that invades a country, region, or other place. 

Colonising Send settlers to (a place) and establish political control over it. 

Heptarchy  A collective name applied to seven Anglo Saxon Kingdoms. These were: Northumbria, Mercia, East 

Anglia, Essex, Kent, Sussex and Wessex. 

Retreat Withdraw from enemy forces as a result of their superior power or after a defeat. 

Kingdoms A country, state, or territory ruled by a king or queen. 

Tribe  A social division in a traditional society consisting of families or communities linked by social, 

economic, religious, or blood ties, with a common culture and dialect, typically having a recognized 

leader. 

Britain’s Settlement by Anglo Saxons and Scots   

Chronology of the Anglo Saxon Period   

Why did the Anglo Saxons come to Britain?   

What did the Anglo Saxons believe?   


