
Overview 

 
Pupils will build upon their prior learning of our Northern Saints and begin to 
learn about St Hilda. They will discover what St Bede wrote about St Hilda and 
how she was one of the most revered abbesses in Anglo Saxon England. Pupils 
will learn about how St Hilda inspired our school values.  
 
 

Essential Knowledge 

 

Religion 

• To know about the life of St Hilda.  

• To know that the Synod Of Whitby was held at St Hilda’s 
Monastery and this set the course for the future of Christianity in 
England. 

• To know the importance of Whitby Abbey.  

• To know the legend of St Hilda and the Snakes.  

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

Links to Future learning KS2 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St Hilda  
EY 

• Talk about past and present events in their own lives and in lives of 
family members. 

•  Order and sequence familiar events. 

• Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past 

and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 

class 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

Context: Celebrations, People who help us, Where is my place in this 
world, Growing  
 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 

• Significant people -  Florence Nightingale & Edith Cavell, Rosa Parks & 
Emily Davison 

• St Cuthbert 
 

Why is Whitby Abbey 
significant? 

 

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, Africa (Egypt), Climate 
Change) 

• Location of countries continents, oceans, equator, rivers, 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land use patterns (Egypt) 

KS2 

• St Bede 

 

Who was St Hilda? 
 

Why was St Hilda a 
significant person? 

 

St Hilda 
 

Hi lda  showed  great  wisdom  and  
compass ion  in  the  way  she  led  her  
monaster ies .  In  very  much a  m an’s  

world ,  she  was  respected  wide ly  for  
her  w isdom  and other  ab i l i t ies .  She  

not iced  oth er  people’s  g i f ts  and  
nurtured  th em,  

d isp lay ing  compass ion  and  respect ,  
not  concerned  about  their  

bac kground so  much as  th eir  
potent ia l .  

Links to Future learning KS2 
  

• Anglo Saxons  

• The Vikings 

• St Aidan  

• St Oswald 
 


