The Shape of Things

In this unit of work, children will identify the differences between sculpture
and other art forms such as painting, drawing or photography. They will
investigate the work of famous sculptors, explaining how different materials
effect the stability of the finished piece of work. The children will explore a
range of model making mediums to create a piece of art inspired by the style
and work of famous sculptors.

Essential Knowledge and Skills

Knowledge of art and artists
e To know that three-dimensional art is called sculpture.
e To understand that artists can be inspired by the natural world around
them.

Skills
e To manipulate a range of modelling materials, including paper, clay and
natural found items.
e To explore how to join and fix materials in place.
e To create three-dimensional in the style of famous sculptors.

Evaluating and Analysing
e To describe and compare features of their own and other’s art work.
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e To use sketchbooks to collate ideas and examples of completed pieces. What does this piece tell ~ 7
you about the artist?
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Activate Prior Knowledge

EY

Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and
techniques.

Use what they have learnt about media and materials in
original ways, thinking about uses and purposes.

Represent ideas and thoughts by experimenting with design,
texture, form and function and design.

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales

Links to Future Learning

KS1

Manipulate and assemble materials to create a free-standing
structure.

Use a range of techniques such as kneading, rolling, coiling,
pinching and impressing to shape clay.

Apply texture and patterns using tools and embellishments.

Context: Incredible Spaces

KS2

Create simple symmetrical vessels such as thumb pots and
coil pots.

Develop clay work techniques including pinch, slab, and coil.
Plan and make a raised relief design.

Create and use templates to transfer designs.

Use armatures and base plinths to strength and stabilise
pieces of work.

Apply different mediums to complete clay pieces including
slip, glaze, polish and paint.

Context: Mad Makers and Potty Potters, St. Cuthbert’s Cross,
Gods and Monsters, Ancient Maya

Does the environment have
an impact on this piece of
work?

How is this art work
different to other forms
of art, such as painting?
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Do you have to look at the work
from a particular place or angle?
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Are there any shapes that are
important in the work?
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The Shape of Things !
I
! Andy Goldsworthy
Assemble To build or join separate pieces together. Y
Balance/balancing | Objects placed with an even distribution of weight enabling it to remain ] ]
upright and steady. 1 Andy Goldsworthy is an English sculptor,
Construct To build or join pieces together. ,l" S~ \ photographer and environmentalist who
Curved Not straight. _ A produces site-specific sculptures and art in
Inspired To work in a similar way to another artist. 1 N | . .
Non-permanent Not intended to last or remain unchanged indefinitely. natural and urban settings. InSplred by
Permanent Intended to last or remain unchanged indefinitely. ! shapes and materials in the natural world
Sculpture A piece of three-dimensional artwork. \ Art’. Photograph Tevie 21 @ruEiell (elle fi (s
Sculptor An artist who creates three-dimensional art. \ ’ g' pny play ) )
Sketchbook A book used for drawing and the collation of ideas. \ art due to its often fragile and transient
Spiral A curve that starts at a fixed point and continues to go around that \ o
point.
Straight Not having curves or bends. MR 7
Zigzag A series of short sharp turns or angles in a line. \ \,
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! Barbara Hepworth
‘ .
I | Barbara Hepworth was an English sculptor and
| - painter. She made sculptures using abstract
\f LS *‘.}r ‘ . .
p. \ : shapes as she was inspired by nature and the
\
| B : world around her. Hepworth wanted to
1 capture how it felt to be in both the ancient
\\ landscape and in the modern world.
~
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\\ Many of her pieces have large holes though them.
\ Hepworth said it was a way to show the inside of the
sculpture as well as the outside. It also lets light
&
L ) L )L ) I ‘\ through heavy blocks of stone, wood and metal,
/ . . .
SN_ A allowing viewers to see through these pierced holes
\ and spaces to frame the view behind.
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