
Overview 

 
In this unit of work, children explore techniques which create depth and 
perspective. They will look closely the work of artist Peter Thorpe, 
investigating the techniques he uses to create images which seem to be three-
dimensional. Children will experiment with composition, scale and 
perspective, looking at how these factors effect a completed image. 
 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 

 
Knowledge of art and artists 

• To know that Peter Thorpe is an artist and illustrator who creates life-like 
images of objects in outer space. 
 

Skills 

• To know how light reflects from an object and use shading techniques to 
recreate a similar effect.  

• To experiment with blending shades of colour to create shadow. 

• To create abstract backgrounds influenced by Thorpe’s work. 

• To understand that the scale and proportion of objects effects the 
composition of a piece of work.  

• To explore the effect of using colour to outline objects within a piece of 
work. 
 

Evaluating and Analysing 

• To discuss the processes used by themselves and by other artists, and 
describe the particular outcome achieved.  
 

Sketchbook 
• To confidently use sketchbooks for recording observations and research, 

testing materials and working towards an outcome more independently.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

In a Galaxy Far, Far Away 
Activate Prior Knowledge 

What stands out to you 
in this piece of work? 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

Where is the light source 
within this piece? How does the artist show 

distance in this piece? 

Links to Future Learning 

EY 
 

• Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use 
these shapes to represent objects. 

• Draw with increasing complexity, such as representing a face 
with a circle, including details. 

• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales 

 

KS1 
 

• Develop observational drawing skills to draw from secondary 
sources.   

• Use curved and geometric shapes to create a portrait.  

• Sketch different types of lines –thick, thin, broken, zigzag.  

• Apply different pressures to drawing implements to achieve 
tonal effects, including smudging and blending. 

 
Context: Taking a Line for a Walk, Famous Faces 

 

KS2 
 

• Refine observational drawing skills to draw from secondary 
or primary sources, adding shading and colour to create 
depth and tone.  

• Apply a range of patterns and techniques including use of 
different mediums to texture and shade.  
 

Context: Matchstick Men, Ancient Egyptians 

KS2 
 

• Understand how to use guidelines to support scale, proportion 
and perspective when sketching.  

• Use line and shape to represent figures in movement and facial 
expressions. 

• Sketch a simple view in perspective using a single focal point. 
 

Context: People and Places 



                        In a Galaxy Far, Far Away 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Abstract Art A type of art which uses shape, colour and marks to 
represent objects in unusual ways. 

Composition The arrangement of elements within a work of art with the 
goal of producing a piece which is balanced and pleasing. 

Guidelines A lightly marked line used as a guide. 
Horizontal Line A line parallel to the ground. 

Outline A line or set of lines enclosing or indicating the shape of an 
object in a sketch. 

Perspective A technique used to represent objects as three-dimensional. 
Proportion The relationship between the different elements in the piece. 

Scale The size of elements in the piece. 
Single focal point An area in the composition to which the viewer's eye is 

naturally drawn. 

Using shades of the same base colour 
can create the illusion of shadow and 
depth. Decide on the direction of light 
source and begin with the lightest 
shade where the light would hit the 
object. Then blend the colour from 
lightest to darkest at the edge of the 
object. This will create a three-
dimensional effect. 

Single Focal Point 
 

This is a technique used by artists when planning the composition of an image to 
draw the focus of the viewer’s eye to a specific point on the piece. 

Peter Thorpe 
 

Peter Thorpe is an artist and 
illustrator best known for his 
paintings of outer space.  He uses of 
bold colours and simple geometric 
shapes to create striking three-
dimensional images. 

Composition refers to the arrangement of elements within a work of art. 
An artist arranges the different elements of an artwork so as to bring 
them into a relationship satisfactory to them and, it is hoped, the 
viewer. 


