
Overview 

 
In this unit of work, children will investigate the work of graffiti artists Banksy 
and Jean-Michel Basquiat. They will look at techniques used to create art from 
stencils or templates. The children will then explore how art can be a 
commentary on modern life. 
 

Essential Knowledge and Skills 

 
Knowledge of art and artists 

• To know that Banksy and Jean-Michel Basquiat are considered graffiti 
artists. 

• To know that both artists used art as a medium for political and social 
commentary. 
 

 
Skills 

• To create a relief printing block using lino and a cutting tool safely. 

• To create a relief print, using two or more colours. 

• To design and create a stencil. 

• To know how to software to alter an image and create work with meaning. 
 

Evaluating and Analysing 

• To give reasoned evaluations of their own and others work which takes 
account of context and intention. 
 

Sketchbook 
• To use a systematic and independent approach, to research, test and 

develop ideas and plans using sketchbooks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Street Art 
Activate Prior Knowledge 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

What is the purpose 
of this piece of art? 

Has the artist used a 
specific colour palette, if 

so, why? 

What techniques have been 
used to create this piece? 

EY 
 

• Use a range of small tools, including paint brushes. 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with colour and design. 

• Explore colour and colour mixing. 

• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

Context: All about me, Celebrations, Fairy Tales 

 KS1 
 

• Apply a range of techniques to create hard and soft lines, 
smudges and blending.  

• Create a relief print. 

• Explore colour mixing to create secondary and complimentary 
colours. 

• Understand how to create tone, shades and tints of colour. 

• Create the look of depth and movement by using tones of the 
same colour. 

 
Context: Dots, Faraway Lands 

 

KS2 
 

• Explore light and dark within an image by using tints and shades. 

• Apply a range of patterns and techniques including the use of 
different mediums to create texture and shadow. 

• Create a repeated image using stencils or templates. 

• Combine layering and mixed media to add fine detail.  

• Refine observational drawing skills to draw from secondary or 
primary sources, adding shading and colour to create depth and 
tone.  

• Design and create a relief print, with a repeated motif using a 
variety of colours. 

• Use colour washes, layering, colour blocking and mixed media to 
add detail and texture. 

• Use software to alter an image and create work with meaning. 
 

Context: Who were the First Artists? Modern Nature, Patterns  
and Prints, Street Art 



Street Art 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Graffiti Art Images or text painted usually onto buildings, typically using 
spray paint. 

Lino (Linoleum) A material often used as a floor covering or for creating a 
printing block. 

Pseudonym A fictional name usually used by an artist or author to help 
them remain anonymous. 

Raised relief An object with a raised design on it. 
Reverse A flipped or opposite image. 

Secondary 
source 

A photograph or drawing of an object. 

Spray paint Paint in a can, applied by spraying. 
Stencil/ 
Stencilling 

A technique for reproducing designs by passing ink or paint 
over holes cut in cardboard or metal. 

Stippling A method of applying paint with repeated light taps. 

Banksy 
Banksy is an anonymous graffiti artist. He keeps 
his identity hidden. He does not do interviews 
or let anybody know his real name. He often 
creates his artwork in public places, such as on 
buildings and at train stations. 
 
Banksy’s type of street art is legally considered 
as vandalism, and the artist can be prosecuted. 
It is thought that this is why he opted to begin 
using stencils (for speed, to enable his escape, 
should he need to!)  
 

Jean-Michel Basquiat 
 
Basquiat was inspired by Pablo Picasso and 
started off as a graffiti artist. He and his friend, 
used to spray paint poems and messages on the 
outside of subway trains and on walls in the 
street. He used poetry, words, historical 
information, drawings and paintings in his art. 
Some of his drawings were abstract (not 
accurate).  
 
 

A tag is the most basic type of graffiti. It is 
the artist’s signature, usually written in 
spray paint or marker pen. 

Street art is a type of visual art which is made in 
public locations. Other names for this type of art 
include ‘independent public, post-graffiti or 
guerrilla art.’ Common forms include spray-paint 
graffiti and stencil graffiti. Street art is considered 
vandalism, and is therefore illegal in the UK.  

Stencil art is another type of street art.  A 
stencil is a piece of paper, metal or plastic 
which has a design, pattern or words cut 
out of it.  The artist rests it up against the 
surface and fills it with paint before 
removing it.  Stencils create art very 
quickly. 


