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A message from the Headteacher

What a half termit’s been! It’s flown by in a flurry of chocolate,
singing, science and swimming!

We’'ve packed so much into the last half term and | couldn’t
be prouder of our pupils.

First off, Easter brought out your creative side with some very
crafty egg designs — we saw everything from Sponge Bob to
Wicked eggs, and of course, there was chocolate galore for
our attendance awards. A big well done to our 100%
attenders and those children who are really improving their
attendance- what a great effort all round!

We’ve also been focusing on keeping our pupils safe as we
head into the summer months. We were lucky to welcome
Olympian Adam Whitehead into school, who gave an
inspiring talk about water safety — especially around local
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rivers, lakes, and beaches. He reminded us all just how vital
swimming lessons are. On that note, we're really excited to
share that Castle View Pool will be reopening for lessons for
children aged 3 and up — a fantastic opportunity for families
in our community.

Outside the classroom, our pupils have been busy making a
difference in the community. From singing in residential
homes (which brought lots of smiles and even a few happy
tears), to exciting trips out to local farms, Durham Cathedral,
St Bede’s Way and Sunderland Winter Gardens — learning
has truly been brought to life.

Back in school, our clubs have been buzzing — and due to
the huge popularity of Science Club, we’re thrilled to
announce it will be running again in the summer term for KS1

and KS2. Get your goggles and lab coats ready...

Now for some very exciting news — big changes will soon be
underway in the KS2 playground. We will be developing new
play zones including a huge sand pit, a nature and science
exploration area, and even a reading shed where stories will
come to life in the great outdoors. We can’t wait to see our
children making the most of these new spaces.

Thanks as always for your continued support — wishing you
all a restful break and we’ll see you soon for more adventures
in the summer term. Check out the diary dates below.

Warmest Wishes,
Miss Heaney
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New Arrivals

Spring has sprung at Northern Saints! We have welcomed the arrival of baby chicks in Reception and also Miss
Marsden has had a beautiful baby boy, Quinn. Congratulations- we are all awaiting cuddles!
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This term we have welcomed Reverend Jen and Wearside Youth For Christ into school to learn about the Easter Story.
Many of our pupils have had the opportunity to attend church and celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection.

Sporting Achievements
Northern Saints Gymnastics Team will be competing in the 'Sunderland School Games Key Steps Gymnastics' at the AAA
Sports Club. Keep up the hard work and Good Luck!

Pupils across school took part in the 1t ever Premier League Primary Stars Festival at Washington Hub. They took part in
a series of fun footballing challenges in the morning and then small side games in the afternoon. Everyone enjoyed the day
and said they can’t wait for the next one!

A massive well done to Harry, Shane, Reggie, Carter, Jak ,Lochlan, Tony, Vinnie and Seth for representing the year 4
boys football in the County Cup qualifiers at Downhill. The team just missed out on a place in the finals by goal difference,
but we were very proud of their performance! Well done!
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Breakfast Club

A reminder our breakfast club is free for all our children.

Children can arrive from 8am- 8.30 any day of the school week.

There will be a range of activities to get the children ready for their day at school including Lego modelling, yoga, cars and
maps, colouring, outdoor games and even our brand-new bunk beds to cosy up on and read exciting new author books!

Uniform

A reminder about the expectations of uniform in school. All pupils must remember to wear black shoes or all black
trainers in school until the end of the summer. Correct PE kit must be brought in on the correct day every week. If you
need any support with uniform, please contact Miss McBeth.

Attendance

Whole school attendance is 94%. This is still 1% below the national standard. We are aiming for 95% as a school by the
end of the summer term.

A reminder that holidays will be unauthorised, and the local authority will review each individual case to decide whether
legal action and fining is required.

Parent Feedback

Thank you to parents and carers who filled in our parent questionnaire this half term. | was extremely pleased with the
results.

Parents and carers said:

95% pupils are happy at school.

94% say pupils are well behaved in school.

99% say school makes you aware of what your child learns at school.
91% say if concerns have been raised they have been dealt with properly.
93% say we have high aspirations for your children.

98% said their child does well at this school.

Facebook Page

A reminder about our new Facebook page- come and join us to celebrate all the positive news with your
children! We are keeping this page as positive social media for our pupils. Any concerns or issues you wish
to discuss about school, please pop into school in person or give staff a call. Thank you.
https://www.facebook.com/northernsaintsacademy?locale=en_GB

Diary Dates
Summer Term 2025

11.04.25 3.15pm Pupils break up for Easter
28.04.25 8.45am Pupils return
05.05.25 All Day May Bank Holiday
08.05.25 All Day KS1 Science Show

12.05.25-15.05.25 All day SATS Week

All year 6 to attend breakfast club 8am

13.05.25 All day Reception Trip to Hall Hill Farm
16.05.25 1pm Author visit
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26.05.25-30.05.2025 All Day May Half term
03.06.25 9am Year 6 Photographs
09.06.25-13.05.2025 All Day Phonics Testing for Year 1
10.06.25 All day Year 4 Trip to Whitby Abbey
12.06.25 AM Year 6 Leavers Service Durham Cathedral
16.06.2025 All Day INSET Day — School closed to all pupils
Only staff in school
17.06.25 All day Year 5 Trip to Lindisfarne
20.06.25 9.30am KS2 Sports Day
1pm KS1 + Early Years Sports Day
24.06.24-26.06.25 All day Year 6 Redhouse Academy Transition Days
27.06.25 All day Non-uniform Day- Bring a bottle/choc
30.06.2025 AM New Reception Parents Meeting
01.07.25 All day Castleview SEN Register/Nurture extra transition
Day
04.07.25 9-10.45am Parent Maths board game day with children n
school
02.07.25-03.07.25 All day Castleview Full cohort Transition Days
03.07.25 1pm Children meet new teachers for September 2025
09.07.25 All day Year 6 Trip to Bamburgh
10.07.25 1pm Meet New Teacher afternoon 2
10.07.25 3.15pm Reports go out to parents
11.07.25 1.15pm Summer Fayre- everyone welcome!
14.07.25 2pm Year 6 Leavers Performance for year 6 parents
16-18.07.25 All day Year 6 Residential Trip
Return 18" 3.15pm
22.07.25 1.30-3.00pm Year 6 Disco
23.07.25 3.15pm Pupils break up for Summer




