“SOMETHING WICKED THIS WAY COMES™

Macbeth

by Northern Saints Church of England Primary School
at Gala Theatre, 5" March 2025

appraised by Eireann Devlin

It is my great pleasure to congratulate you, Northern Saints Church of England Primary
School, on your brilliant performance of Macbeth as part of Shakespeare Schools Festival this
spring. It was a joy to watch you shine on your performance night, and I'd like to spend some
time now highlighting all the aspects of your production that | loved the most.

This was such an innovative take on ‘The Scottish Play’. You succesfully leant into the
original setting and context of the piece through some wonderful tech and costume choices,
whilst seamlessly making it relevant to a modern audience by making the Narrators school
children reading the play as a story, complete with a gorgeous storybook prop! This was a
very engaging and interesting choice, and showed the audience that there is much to learn
from this dark tale.

| was so impressed by the range of performance techniques on display throughout your
production. Your vocal projection was fantastic, and it was always clear what your
characters’ wants, needs, and intentions were. | particuarly loved how the appartitions used
spooky, playful voices when they were haunting Macbeth. As the play went on, everyone’s
voices became more loud and assertive to show that they were becoming more distressed.
This was really effective as it showed the audience how much turmoil the characters were
going through.

It was incredible how you all carried the story in your bodies as well as your voices, which is
a really high-level skill to master! Status is very important in this play, and | loved how
characters with high status stood tall and strong, whereas those with lower status looked
very different, e.g., the servants who walked around with their hands behind their backs. This
provided wonderful, clear contrast between different characters. For those of you who were
playing more creepy, sinister characters, | thought it was great how you moved with a floaty,
spooky quality, and how you rubbed your hands together greedily when you were hatching a
plan! I was also really impressed with how you all carried your prop swords - even though
they were plastic, you made them appear heavy so that the audience believed that they were
real. The fantastic attention to detail in your physicality meant that the audience could follow
the story more easily, highlighting your in-depth understanding of this complex tale.

This was an engaging and detailed production of Macbeth by a committed and supportive
company.

We are in awe of all your passion, hard work and creativity! What you have accomplished is
something truly special, and we are already looking forward to reimagining Shakespeare
with Northern Saints Church of England Primary School again next year.

“AN ENGAGING AND DETAILED PRODUCTION OF
‘,_,./" MACBETH BY A COMMITTED AND SUPPORTIVE

‘co‘,om COMPANY.”
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