
 

What is Drawing Club? 

Drawing Club is the approach we use in Reception and in the beginning of year 1 in our 
school to teach English  It was created by a practitioner called Greg Bottrill and it brings 
the magic of story into the classroom. It is a way to share skills including fine motor, 
early writing, vocabulary , maths and most importantly, imagination and excitement! 

  

How do we teach it? 

At the beginning of each week, we use a new quality text to grab the interest of the 
children. We read the story and talk about the front cover, the title and make predictions 
about what the story could be about.  We talk about the beginning, middle and end and 
we may sequence events to help them to familiarise themselves with what 
happens.  The texts we use will link to our topic whenever appropriate. 

  

We learn 5 words each week which link to the text. To help the children to remember 
them, we choose actions together as a class for each word.  This is a way of developing 
new and exciting vocabulary in context that the children may not otherwise hear.  We 
then encourage the children to use these words in their play. 

  

Each Monday, we talk about the character and what might happen when we press the 
magic button on our drawings.  For example, they might change in appearance, develop 



a superpower to help them to solve their problem, do something funny...the ideas are 
endless! 

  

On Tuesday, we draw a setting from the story and generate ideas about how it could 
change. For example, in the story of The Gingerbread Man, the river might part so that he 
can cross. 

  

On  Wednesday we go on an imaginary adventure, changing parts of the story - anything 
can happen when the magic is added! 

  

How does Drawing Club link to writing? 

Each time the children draw they have to add a 'magic button'. To make the magic work, 
they have to add a secret code. This could be the sound they are learning that day, a 
word, a caption or full sentences - whatever we feel they need to reinforce.  The secret 
code could also be a number or a maths fact.  

  

What about non-fiction texts? 

Alongside the fictional element of drawing club, we also make sure the children are 
exposed to quality information books that link to our topics. 

They will be taught how to write lists, captions and simple pieces of factual 
information.  This could be done through Drawing Club if appropriate. 

  

Why have we chosen Drawing Club? 

Drawing Club is all about doing what is right for our children, to meet their needs and 
develop their interests. It is not a scheme. It is meant to be fun and exciting and give 
children the opportunity to explore a world of adventure so that they are fuelled ready to 
develop their writing skills as they move up through school. 

  

The great thing about Drawing Club is that anything can happen. The more the children 
hear different ideas, think of their own and talk about stories in a 'What if...' way, the 
more their imagination will ignite and they will become amazing little storytellers.  

 



 

 

CURIOUS QUESTS 

The Curious Quests is an immersive adventure into story, poetry, make-believe and 
gives children endless possibilities to invent, imagine and story dream. 
  

Children begin 'Curious Quests' in Year 1 after completion of Drawing Club. 
 
The Curious Quests combines short carpet sessions, group work and children exploring 
open-ended resources such as junk modelling, construction, playdough, role play and 
being outside.  
 
Curious Quests is embedded and transforms our English learning. The children use 
quests and key characters to provide joy in the learning of SPAG content as well as 
applying their phonic understanding too. 
 
The Curious Quests wants to build on the liberation of Drawing Club that shows 
children that writing is for them and that the pen is a magic wand. 

Curious Quests are organised like this:  

Word bathing 
Introducing vocabulary linked to or 

featuring in the text. 

From the portal 
Introducing the learning intention of the 

lesson and key messages from Professor 

Klunk. 

Book Snuggle 
Sharing of our key text, which is featured 

on our Reading Spine. 

Gadabout 
During this element of the lesson there is a 

comprehension focus in which children 

chant key probing questions before 



discussion and modelling unlocks 

comprehension and understanding. 

Model writing 
Teacher-led modelling to demonstrate key 

learning intentions and foundations of 

writing. 

Supported groups 

Children work with the support of a 

teacher/teaching assistant in writing-based 

activities with extensive support for 2 

groups per session. 

Independent sound 
Children work independently to practice 

their phonic ability in focused activities 

once a week. 

Independent writing 
Children work independently to practice 

their writing application in focused 

activities once a week. 

Modelled drawing 

Teacher-led modelling of drawing/creating, 

related to the book. Extensive vocabulary is 

modelled during this process. 
  

Magic moments (creating a solution to a 

problem in the story) allow children be 

creative and innovative.  

Time together 

Children have opportunities to be creative 

and innovative through drawing, dough, 

craft and drama, with 2 focus groups, led 

by adults. 

Word bathing 
Introducing vocabulary linked to or 

featuring in the text. 

From the portal 

Introducing the learning intention of the 

lesson and key messages from Professor 

Klunk. 

Book Snuggle 
Sharing of our key text, which is featured 

on our Reading Spine. 

Gadabout 

During this element of the lesson there is a 

comprehension focus in which children 

chant key probing questions before 

discussion and modelling unlocks 

comprehension and understanding. 

Model writing 

Teacher-led modelling to demonstrate key 

learning intentions and foundations of 

writing. 

Supported groups 
Children work with the support of a 

teacher/teaching assistant in writing-based 



activities with extensive support for 2 

groups per session. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 





 


