RE Policy
Northern Saints Church of England Academy

Our Mission
“We are stronger together”

Based on the passage from Philippians 4:13 “l can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me”

Schools are all about putting children first and at Northern Saints we aim to provide
the very best opportunities to ensure that our pupils love learning and are successful
in all that they do.

Our school offers a safe, caring and stimulating environment. We have high
expectations for staff and pupils alike and through quality teaching, individually tailored
support and encouragement, we aim to ensure that all pulls make rapid progress and
attain higher than average results.

We achieve this within the context of Christian belief and practice that we preserve
and develop the Christian character of the school in accordance with the principles of
the church of England and in partnership with the Diocese and our parish churches.
We are rooted in the community providing education for pupils of the Christian faith,
all faiths or none.

Our Ethos and Values

Our Christian ethos is based upon Christian values taught by Jesus and described in
the Bible. Underpinning all of our work are the values of respect, compassion, wisdom
and courage.

The management of Religious Education at Northern Saints Church of England VA
Primary School is a distinctive role of the academy councillors and headteacher. RE
is in accordance with the trust deed and in accordance with the rites, practices and
doctrines of the Church of England. Our current RE lead is Amy Clarke. The Academy
Councillors as a whole are responsible for determining the nature of Religious
Education provided in Northern Saints.

Religious Education in Northern Saints lies at the very heart of the curriculum




Northern Saints follows the requirements of the Dioceses of Durham and Newcastle
Syllabus for RE which reflects the National Framework for RE, the National Society
Statement of Entitlement and the requirements of SIAMS. Close to 10%, but at least
5% of the curriculum time is assigned to RE, as outlined in the statement of
entittement. Christianity plays a central role in RE taking up to 50% of the time
available. Appropriate teaching about other faiths and worldviews takes up the other
50%

The Religious Education curriculum

At Northern Saints, the Religious Education (RE) curriculum is underpinned by
our school values of respect, compassion, wisdom and courage.

The curriculum is designed to enable pupils to acquire core knowledge and
understanding of the beliefs and practices of religious and non-religious
worldviews, so that they can live and work well with people with very different
worldviews from themselves. We want pupils to have better friendships and to
develop greater respect and empathy for others.

Ultimately, it is our intention that children think theologically and engage in
theological enquiry. To give pupils a safe space to critically reflect on their
own religious, spiritual and philosophical convictions; to consider the ‘big’
questions in life. For pupils to weigh up the value of wisdom from different
sources, to develop and express their insights in response, and to agree or
disagree respectfully.

The RE curriculum will give pupils an understanding of how religious and non-
religious worldviews have shaped history, both in Britain and in the world. It
will support pupils’ social, moral, cultural and spiritual development. It will
make links with other subjects including English, science, art, history, RSHE
and PSHE, so that pupils can make connections in their learning, know more
and remember more.

Through the RE curriculum pupils will:
1. become religiously literate
2. have a clear understanding of Christianity as a living world faith
3. understand other major world religions and world views

4. reflect upon their own beliefs and values

Understanding Christianity/Diocescan syllabus offers a clear, coherent approach to
teaching and learning about Christianity. It is based around a selection of core
Christian concepts and structured across the age range to support pupils in deepening
their understanding and becoming religiously literate. RE at Northern Saints seeks to
be balanced RE providing a balance between the three disciplines:



Theology: This is about believing. It looks at where beliefs come from, how they have changed over
time, how they are applied differently in different contexts and how they relate to each other.

Philosophy: This is about thinking. It is about finding out how and whether things make sense. It deals
with questions of morality and ethics. It takes seriously the nature of reality, knowledge and existence.

Human/Social Sciences: This is about living. It explores the diverse ways in which people practise their
beliefs. It engages with the impact of beliefs on individuals, communities and societies.

As a school affiliation with NATRE, Understanding Christianity, Dioecsan syllabus resources have
greatly benefitted teachers and students alike.

Religious education in Northern Saints will help pupils to

e Reflect theologically and explore the ultimate questions and challenges of life
in today’s society

e Reflect critically on the truth claims of the beliefs from those of different religious
and non religious worldviews

e Understand the challenge faced by those who hold religious and non religious
worldviews. in today’s plurality and post-modern society.

e Develop the skills to handle the texts and sources of authority.

e Begin to develop their own commitments, lives and values/personal worldview.

e Develop a sense of themselves as significant, unique and precious.

e Experience the breadth and variety of the religious/non religiou community.

e Engage in thoughtful dialogue with other faiths and traditions.

e Understand how religious faith can sustain believers in difficult circumstances
and in the face of opposition.

RE in Northern Saints will help pupils to:

e Learn about religious and non religious wordviews, their beliefs, traditions and
practised and from them through encounter and dialogue

e Recognise and respect those of all worldviews in their search for God/divine

e Recognise areas of common belief and practice between different faiths

e Enrich and expand their understanding of truth while remaining faithful to their
own tradition

e Enrich their own faith through examples of holy living in other traditions and
developing their personal worldview.



Through the Religious Education Curriculum at Northern Saints pupils will

e Have opportunities to explore the experience events of the Church year

e Visit places of worship especially the local Parish Church and a Cathedral, to
develop the understanding of the Church as a living community

e Welcome visitors from the local parish who will share their experience of the
Christian belief and life

e Gain skills to confidently use religious language to express knowledge and
opinions

e Have access to Holy Books in a language that can be understood by the
learners and examples of scriputre and prayer books from a variety of contexts

e Access artefacts to use with care, respect and confidence

e Have a sacred space that can be used as a focus for reflection

e Visit/visitors to come and speak to the children about their organised worldview
and the individual worldview that they hold.

Religious Education at Northern Saints will enable:

Pupils and teachers to talk openly and freely about their own personal beliefs and
practice without fear of ridicule.

Pupils to make excellent and appropriate progress in their knowledge and
understanding of religions and worldviews taught in their key stage

Pupils of all backgrounds to have a safe place to explore the ultimate questions and
challenges of life in today’s society.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

Spiritual development within RE at Northern Saints enriches and encourages the
pupil's discovery of God the creator, of their inmost being and of the wonder of the
environment. Moral development is based upon the teachings of Jesus Christ, which
offer pupils a secure foundation stone on which to make decisions and build their lives.
Social development enriches pupils understanding of what it means to live in a
Christian community where Jesus’ command to love one another is put into practice.
Cultural development provides an opportunity to develop an understand of Christianity
as a worldwide multi-cultural faith that has an impact on the lives of millions of people.

Inclusion

RE is provided for all children at Northern Saints and makes a valuable contribution to
their education. Teachers in this school plan work which considers the differences in



the abilities of their pupils in order to maximise their potential and extend their abilities
and to allow all children to access the RE curriculum. RE seeks to recognise the
individual importance of all pupils and the entitlement of all pupils to learn and benefit
from the RE curriculum in an environment where there is trust, fairness and respect.
RE has a large part to play in helping to remove prejudice and misunderstanding and
to combat stereotyping, discrimination, sexism and racism. All pupils, irrespective of
ability age, gender or race are entitled to equal opportunity in the development of their
religious education knowledge.

RE in the Early Years

The Early Years curriculum should not be subject based but focused on the areas of
learning, through which subject —based information and insight can be used and
explored. It is a requirement however, that provision should be made for children’s
spiritual, moral, social and cultural and spiritual development. In the Reception
classes sound foundations for religious education should be laid enabling children to
learn about themselves, their relationships with others and with the world around them.
In our Early Years, RE has discrete subject time allocated with children
exploring the big questions from Understanding Christianity and other Diocesan
units of work.

RE in a statutory requirement for all registered pupils on the school roll, except those
withdrawn by their parents (on conscience grounds). Religious education
opportunities can be identified in each of the areas of learning into which the
Foundation Stage Curriculum is organised.

Prime Areas

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Pupils have a developing respect for their own cultures and beliefs and those of other
people. RE focus — religious festivals and ceremonies.

Communication and Language

Pupils use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences. RE focus — taking
part in the school nativity play and class worship, role play stories about ‘significant
people’ within a variety of faith traditions.

Physical Development




Pupils recognise the importance of keeping healthy and those things which contribute
to this. RE focus — food rules and customs in different religions, for example Hindu
vegetarians, Christians fasting during Lent or Muslims fasting during Ramadan.

Specific Areas

Mathematics

Pupils talk about, recognise and recreate simple patterns. RE focus — exploring signs
and symbols such as Islamic Pattern.

Understanding The World

Pupils ask questions about why things happen and how things work. RE focus —
creation stories, explore and look closely at living and inanimate things in the natural
world to develop a sense of wonder and spiritual response.

Expressive Arts and design

Pupils explore colour, texture, shape, form and space in two and three dimensions.
RE focus — religious artefacts, art and music and their meaning, creating displays of
pictures and religious artefacts, exploring different artist interpretations of the nativity.

Literacy

Pupils represent their ideas through drawings and words, understand that print has a
meaning. RE focus — listening to Bible and other faith stories, use a variety of media
to respond to faith stories.

Resources

Northern Saints is continuing to build up a collection of artefacts, posters, books and
media to assist in the teaching of the topics in the syllabus. We also have access to
our local Diocesan RE library resource centres which are used every half term. St
Cuthbert's Church is used for human and material resources, as are other local
churches and places of worship. RE will normally be delivered in class-based groups
through a variety of teaching methods. The extent and nature of RE is multi-sensory
and so the children at Northern Saints will be actively engaged in using all of these
senses: making, using artefacts, art, music, drama, speaking, listening and writing,
smelling and tasting, being still, silent and reflecting.



Assessment and Expectations

Children are assessed every half term against after a concept from Understanding
Christianity or a Diocesan unit of work has been completed. The assessment takes
into place written and spoken evidence from the children. At the end of the year
teachers report on whether children are ‘developing’, ‘secure’ or ‘excelling’ in regards
to the end of Key Stage Objectives.

Pupils should be given the opportunity to explore and study living practices, teachings
and basic patterns in religion. This provides opportunities for teacher assessment.

Pupils should be given opportunity to reflect on and apply religious ideas, views and
perceptions, to personal understanding and life experience. This provides
opportunities for pupil’s self and peer assessment.

Assessment is part of the planning for each topic. The form of assessment is chosen
to ensure the fulfilling of the teaching objectives. The teaching outcomes, together
with the learning outcomes, which indicate what pupils might be able to do as a result
of their work in RE, form the basis of the assessment of the pupils. Much of what is
important in RE is difficult to assess, and in many cases it will be the experience which
is important to note e.g. experiences of beauty, wonder or transcendence might be
intensely private to the pupil or the pupil may not possess the language skills
necessary to articulate the experience.

At Northern Saints we use a variety of assessment techniques including visual, oral,
written and pictorial tasks as suggested in the medium term planning.  Optional
assessment tasks are also presented for teachers to use each half term.

Comments about pupil’s achievement in RE will be made on every child’s end of year
report.

Parental Rights of Withdrawal

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from RE as in any school. However
it is hoped that the majority of parents choosing a Church Aided School would
adhere to the RE curriculum.

Appendix

Statement of Entitlement link

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-
02/RE%20Statement%200f%20Entitlement%20for%20Church%20Schools.pdf
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