
The rest is silence
Hamlet
by Northern Saints Church of England Academy
at Durham Gala Theatre, 5th March 2026
appraised by Hannah Bainbridge

It is an absolute delight, in our 25th anniversary year, to be celebrating with Northern 
Saints CofE Academy and to be marking this milestone with their wonderful 
production of Hamlet
season. Here are some of my highlights from the performance at Durham Gala 
Theatre.

Firstly, the play within a play was such a lovely moment! The use of the chaotic circus 
theme song paired with the ensemble leap frogging over each other really added 
humour to the show. But also, it set the audience up for a moment of contrast: your 
fast paced action turned into the solemn re-enactment of the death, and the music 
faded into silence. This meant the audience were equally as shocked as Hamlet was, 
observing the guilty facial expressions of Claudius. Well done for immersing the 
audience in such a complicated, layered scene!

Your use of direct address was a real highlight. This was particularly affective when 
Claudius was praying and Hamlet approached him you let us in on your thought 
processes - of guilt and revenge respectively - incredibly well. Ophelia breaking 
down on her knees and despairing about the degradation of Hamlet s mind was 
another really successful moment.

Finally, that final fight scene was epic! You kept track of the points as an ensemble
which was a superb way of helping the audience follow the story. The ensem
semi-circle formation created an arena-like feel and elevated the stakes of the scene 
superbly, making Laertes and Hamlet feel observed, like boxers in the ring. Your loud 
reactions and excellent facial expressions of shock really created an atmosphere of 
suspense in this moment.

As a company you had excellent projection throughout the whole play, and superb
reactions on stage, that reached the back of the theatre. You fully embodied your 
characters with your movements and every character had its own style of entering 
and exiting the stage!

Performances like this show us that Shakespeare can live on, in the hands of young 
people, in fresh, exciting and reimagined ways. We hope to welcome you back to 
Shakespeare Schools Theatre Festival for another 25 years - and beyond! 

a slick, tense and ominous show
from professional and friendly
company. Congratulations!


